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ADVERTISEMENT. © 


I/ HO, or what mannerof perſon, the au- 
VV thor of the following vindication is, can- 
not, I conceive, be a matter of any conſe- 

_ quence to the public. This being the caſe, 
courteous reader, be not diſpleaſed that I con- 
ceal from thee what could not profit thee if 

 known——1ſufter a name, Kh unknown 
to fame, to paſs thro' life, whilſt the few 
remaining ſands in my glaſs are running,— 
to paſs thro life, I ſay, in that obſcurity and 
concealment I chooſe, and which hath been 

«my dapper lothibae. ß ooiogs 
Mur. Living ſton indeed requires, on pain of 
his future filence, and non“ acknowledg- 
ment of his obligation to the friendly hand 
that ſhould point out his errors; ] that 


the rectifier of his ſaid errors, if perchance 

he hath erred, ſhould “ not be aſhamed to 

* diſcover his name.” Now as I am not at 

all anxious for his appearing again in, print 

on this occaſfion——tho' he hath my leave to 

| uſe his pleaſure ;——and as I look for no 
= FEE or reward——not even an acknowledg- 

ment from him, for doing what I conceived. 

to be my duty, as well as the duty of every _ 
honeſt man, and Iimagine muſt give pleaſure * 

to all ſuch ; moreover, as one ſtipulated 4 
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condition of hiz performing all and fin# 
gular the premiſes, is the diſcovering my 
name, from which premiſes however, and 
the performance of them, L am willing to 
releaſe him: I therefore beg leave to conceal 
my name... or ry 
Beſides; this earneſt requiſition that the 
perſon who preſumes to anſwer him, © would 
not be aſhamed to diſcover his name, 
looks ſomething like a challenge; and re- 
minds me of that ancient champion who 
ſaid I defy the armies of ISRAEL this day; 
gave me a man that we may fight together. This, 
like a clap of thunder, ſtruck terror into the 
hearts of the diſmayed Jfraehtes; and our 
modern champion's demand of the man's 
name who dares attack him,——in order I 
am apprehenſive that they might conflict 2? 
together ——fills me with fear——a paſhon | 
which, to deal candidly with the gentle rea- 
der, I am not much ſubject to in other re- 
ſpects and ſtops my adventurous 
hand from writing down my name on 
rhe front of my pamphlet. For as this gen- 
tleman is a veteran, a man of wordy war from 
| his youth, and I but a mere ſtripling, if 1 
1 may ſo ſpeak, in literary conflicts: what 
could I expect but to be inſtantly cruſhed by | 
nis potent arm, did he know my name and 
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| pulace of abode? As he, like the ſteed record- 
þ ed by the renowned Triſtram Shandy, can 
“ ſplaſh even a Biſhop;” when he comes in 
. his way; alas! What chance would a poor 


laict have with him: 3 [ 
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ane, e . on: 
If notwithſtanding all this, Mr. Living ſton, 
or any of his fellow-labourers, ſhould tell me 
——* That he queſtions whether there be a 
pamphlet in the nation, that in proportion 
to the length of the vindication, contains 
ſo great a number of aberrations from the 


#3 


I have complied however with a part of 


Mr. Living ſtons requiſition, which is of infi- 
nitely greater conſequence to him and to the 
merits of the cauſe vhich is debated between 
us, than the diſcovery of my name—yea, than if 
I had as many names as a Portuguęſe Princeſs, 
(and ſome have no leſs than fourteen) and 
each of them was written in capitals on every 
page of my little treatiſe— 
undertaken to diſcover his miſtakes, I 
have done it with decency and temper,” as 

I am perſuaded his moft 
partial friends will grant that Ihave treated 
him with more decency and candour than he 
has treated the Biſhop of Landaf; not to 
mention his injurious reflections on the ſoci- 
ety and their miſſionaries. I have ſtrictly 
adhered to truth; and have generally refer- 
red to my authorities, as I go along, for ſuch 
matters as I did not know of myſelf. Many 
things I have related from perſonal know- 
ledge, in which can hardly be deceived ; 


Tor as I have 


he deſires. 


and if others have miſled and miſinformed 


o 


truth that I purſue him or others with... . 
a ſpirit apparently vindictive, and with 
* unuſual aſperity and virulence of lan- 


; 


„rr 
* 
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* guage?"—tharl am a ſhamelef ſcribbler | 
Ea ſcribbler who in defiance of all mo- 


deſty and decorum, am enge 
verting truth, propagating al 
raging common ſenſe, and abuſing others 
without offence given” *—that I am an 


* 


f pions — 


adore the mitre and ſurplice - blood - ſuck- 


ers, who obliged our anceſtors to abandon 
(0 


* what is the very heaven of perſecutors and 


« and temporizing conformiſtsꝰ een 

guage this, which I ween is not ſeemly o 
befitting the mouth or pen of any Chriſtian 

man; yet ſuch as the members and friends 


of the Church of England have plentifully 
” 3 


0 


1 See the Letter to he Bishop 7 Landaf. 
* See the American Whig. No. XIV. 


§ See a curious cleanly aiſſertation on the title of tho 


Whip for the American Whig in Mr. Parker's Gazette 
for April 4, 1768; which from the ſtyle, manner, expreſ- 


ions, and complexion of the whole, is without heſitation 
Pronounced, by all judges I have converſed with on the ſub. 
ect, to be the genuine offspring of the ſame parent with | 


No. I. of the American Whig a4 perfon to whom we 


| ay ſuppoſe Mr. Liringlzon, 15 * entire Stranger, 


ged in per- 
ſhood, out- 


advocate for Biſnops “ thoſe apoſtolical 
ONCE, who are to chaſtiſe us with ſcor- 
right reverend and holy tyrants, 
vho want to plunge their ſpiritual ſwords 
into the ſouls of their fellow creatures 
of all who will not be ſo ſenſeleſs as to 


'y their native land, and leave behind them 


(Vi 


partock of PR being the free-will offering 
of a diſappointed faction co! ſed of HI H- 
FLYING IN DEENDENTS Should Ibe 
told all this or any part oY it, 1 ſay, it 

would not in the leaſt diſcompoſe me, nor 
have any other effect upon me than a fulmi- 
nation from Rome. I am conſcious that I 


have not knowingly miſrepreſented a ſingle 
Fact 


that I bear no malice nor hatred in 
my heart to any one thing in human ſhape. 
1 have undertaken only to vindicate the cha- 
racer of a moſt amiable and excellent pre- 
late, and a ſociety, which is an honour to 
our nation and to the reformation, from the 


unjuſt aſperſions that were thrown upon 
it; and this I have done by aha waa. 


facts, and laying them before the reader. 
profeſ s myſelf to be a lover of truth and 5 
cy; nor have I in any one inſtance that I 


: E! know of, deviated from. that character. But 
if any will think hard of me for ſpeaking 


the truth, or deem me BER enemy on that 
account, I cannot heh 3 > 
As an inſtance ofmy ard for truth, Ibeg | 
leave here, to explain ſomething I have faidat 
pP. 6, 7 which might be miſtaken. 1 have 
there ſaid “ That it is only within a few 
„ Fears that any public proviſion of miniſters 
Was made, or ſalaries ſettled on them by 

® the legiſlature, 


* Georgia.” There were ſeveral laws paſſed in 


both the Carolinas, but all after the incorpora- 


tion of the e TIE: ſome kindof pro- 
viſion : 


in the two Carolinas and 


- 2 as. Ft 
* —_ —VT — 1 


un) 


viſion of and for Miniſters, near the beginning 
of the preſent century. But theſe laws were 


that they were of little or no ſervice. It hath 
been only within a few years that proper and 


effectual re gulations in this matter have been 
made in thoſe two provinces; and in this 


ſenſe I would be underſtood. N 
After requeſting the reader to correct a 


few errata, which my diſtance from the preſs 
prevented me from correcting -I beg leave 


to aſſure him it is my deſire to ſee charity, 


benevolence, and peace abound; and all diſ- 
cord huſhed throughout America. 
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a! Biſhop of Landa, has charged his Lordfhip 


* mon preached before the incorporated Society 
Ie Propagation of the Goſpel in foreign parts, on Feb. 
« 20, 1767.” This charge has been exhibited to the 


much acrimony, and interfperſed with many reflections, 
which I am ſorry to ſay, 


they muſt tend to — old prejudices in ſome, which bould, 


—— without convineing chem. 


INDI CATION þ 
of the Biſhop of Lanparr' 5 


AW Willian Loi oben; in his Letter to the 


with © loading the American Colonies wr 2 
* great and undesgcgel Reproach, in his Ser- 
for the 


ublis with all the advantages and colouring of ſtyle 
the author was capable of giving it, heightened with 


indicate a diſpoſition unfriend- 
ly not only to the Biſhop of Landeff, but to the Church N 
of England in general. Had truth been his only aim, 
that acrimany, and theſe reflections, had certainly been 
better ſpared. For altho they might be intended onhy 
as Decorations to garniſh and enliven the letter; yet ftith 


for the honour of religion, be aid aſide ; and irritare 


MT _— however highly wrought, had been n= 
B ſufficient 


. 
vs gow 
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which he is fallen— 


this letter would throw upon it 
_ venerable ſociety, ſo far as they are charged with blame 
by this gentleman: Is my deſign. And this I ſhall ſer 
about, not as an angry antagoniſt, who aſſumes a liber- 
ty of abuſing and reviling at pleaſure, juſt as reſentment 


F | | . | * 
= J - * 1 


ſufficient to fix the inde wan againſt his Lord- 
ſhip, with any plauſibility. To do this, it was neceſſary 
his words ſhould be wreſted, his deſign miſrepreſented, - 
and thoſe parts of his ſermon paſſed over, which would 
have aſcertained his meaning, and have totally excul- - 
pated his Lordſhip. How far this is conſiſtent with can. 
dour and juſtice, I ſhall leave the public to determine 

who will undoubtedly take the liberty of judging for 
themſelves. That this is done in the letter, ſhall be 
fully ſhewn in the following pages. 
I Iwill not by any means affert that Mr. Living ſton has 

done ſo knowingly and wilfully ; and J am the more in- 
clined to think that this is not the caſe, becauſe he declares 
| That if after all his caution to be rightly in- 
2 formed, he ſhould be ſo unhappy as to be miſtaken in 
any the moſt immaterial circumſtances, he will ac- 
« knowledge himſelf under obli gations to the friendly | 
* hand that points out his error.” . 
This is candid enough; tho it beiraſiGme diffidence 


that he was not rightly informed. How far the want of 


1 may be pleaded in his excuſe, or whether 
s juſtifiable for writing in the manner he has done 
a \ ki ch imperfect intelligence, or how far he was mflu- 
enced by other motives-in this matter, I ſhall not now 
ſtay to examine; but proceed to NO the friendly 


office he mentions. 


To point out ſome of the errors and miſtakes: into 
to reſcne the character of a 


moſt worthy and eminent prelate from the odium which 


and juſtify the 


and caprice may dictate: But as a diſpaſſionate inquirer 


after truth; who deſires that perſons and a Way 
Pear in their true and Proper e 1 
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And as this gentleman has laviſhed away much wit 


in his performance, I ſhall not once attempt to deprive 


him of any honour he has thereby acquired ; but leave 
him to enjoy it, unenvied. I ſhall confine myſelf to 


plain, ſober facts, and endeavour to repreſent them 
fairly; without ever preſuming to pluck a ſingle leaf of 


thoſe Laurels which his flights of wit and fancy may, in 


the opinion of ſome, have planted on his brows, 


. * SHOULD any one be pleaſed to ſay, in the words of . 


late author That his wit conſiſts in a ſort of 


4 readineſs for ſlander and reproach, which is eſteemed 


« wit only in the light opinion of ſome, who take the 


« kind, and the abrupt laſhes of rudeneſs, for the ſpi- 
« rit of exprethon” : I reply, that ſuppoſing this to be 


true, there is the greater reaſon that I ſhould adhere to 
my reſolution; becauſe whatever is written in that 
manner, will naturally defeat the author's deſign, and 
Prejudice his readers againſt him, And further, as this 
ſtock of true native Wit, perhaps . 


* 


lt were a ſin to rob him of his mite.” | POPE. : 
Bronx I proceed further, I cannot forbear obſery- 
ing a ſmall inconſiſtency . between the title page of the 


letter, and the letter itſelf. In the former it is ſaid 
« ſome paſſages in his lordſhip's ſermon load the colo- 


© mes with great and undeſerved reproach,” but at p. 7, 


remarks of ill nature for an underſtanding of man- 


the author thinks it * ſufficiently evident by certain 
46 diſtinguiſhing ſtr okes in the deeply ſhaded and di ſm al 1 


_ « portrait,” meaning the repreſentation his lordſhip 
gave of the irreligious ſtate of the cqlonies, that he. 
l intended the firſt adventurers who ſettled New-En- 
gland. Now Iam at a loſs how to find out the pro- 
priety of theſe two aſſertions, or how both can be true. 
If his lordſhip ſingled out the firſt adventurers to Neu- 1 
England, intended them particularly, and they were the 
only people he accuſed, why it is ſaid that he 1 * 
„ we th « he 


+ Charge to the adventurers to New-England only, w 


TT, 


« che colonies with great and unteſerred re —_— » 
without any exception. or diſcrimination? Or if he has 
loaded ALL the colonies with great and undeſer ved re- 
proach, why this attempt to appropriate the charge ta 
ew-England only, and this laboured letter in its vindi- 
cation ? | 
Whether this inconkififncy proceeded from inadver: 
tence or whether, as ſome people have whiſpered, 

the title page was intended to raiſe a eneral odium thro? 

the colonies againſt the Biſhop of Landaff's ſermon, 
againſt its author, and the — order of Biſhops ; 
but Mr. Living /ton, that he might offer incenſe to his 
| beloved New Englanders, than whom there is not, he 
tells us, © a more religious, virtuous people upon the 
« face of the earth, thought proper to appropriate the 


*" a A # 


has ſet the letter and its title page at. variance, p< 5 
| biting a ſpectacle ſomewhat reſembling that which 
Horace ſuppoſes his painter to draw, 
Human capiti cervicem pictor equinam 
; ungere fi yelit, &c.—— 

5 Whether, I fay, the inconſiſtenc proceeded. from the 
one or the other of theſe, 1 fhal not take upon. me 
dogmatically to determine, 
Mr. Living ſton begins his letter by informing me 

Biſhop of Landaſf how he firſt came to fee his lordſhip's 
ſermon. It ſeems Dr. Chandler, unluekily for the poor 
| ſermon, had inſerted a long extract from it in tavour of 
an American epiſcopate, in his appeal to the public. Read- 
ing this extract raiſed his curioſity to procure the ſermon 
Itſelf; and © the peruſal of it,” he ſays, © excited at 
« once his indignation and ſqrrow.“ His ſorrow . was 
the reſplt of pure Zenderneſs to his lordſhip; and as fog 
Bis indignation, it ſhould not be wondered at; ſince he 
Lell his lordſhip with great made/ty, truth and decency, 
that he queſtions whether there be a pamphlet in the 
2. Nation, at in Proportion to the length of . va 


this paſſage, imagine that the Biſhop 


3 W ſenſe, ang | 
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mon, equtains 60 great a numher af er de from 


the truth hat is, in plain Engliſh, ſo Brear 2 


number of LIES. 


Would it nat be natural for any one who. ik this, 
and had not ſeen the ſermon, to conclude that it muſt 
be ſtuffed with nothing elſe but the errors of popery, 


the ſeveral hereſies which bave infected Chriſtianity, 
and with the groſſeſt abuſe of Diſſenters, and miſrepre- 


ſentation of tas? Or would any perſon, on reading 


of Lauda $ ſer- 


mon, 10 far as it touches on facts, 3 them from 
the moſt authentic evidence and beſt authority? That it 


a noble zeal for religion, and, expreſſes a juſt concern 
for the neglect af it in ſome bf the colonies; and this in 


order to have the ill effects of that neglect removed? 


Yet this | in truth is the caſe ; and beſides, the ſermon 


is written with much ſpirit and judgment breathes = 


contains ſome. excellent, judicious ſtriqtures on deiſm, vin- 


dicates revelation, and detects the iniquitous practice of 
- thale who firſt borrow principles from the Goſpel, 


chen call them the principles of natural religion, and at 


the contrary, mentions them with applauſe— 
animated with a vein of warm pie 


author, 


att, et them up in oppoſition to the goſpel itſelf, The 
Whole is written with great temper and moderation- 
fays not a word againſt any Diſſenters whatever, bur on 


ty, and diſcovers much 4 
perior gealyn in un 1 


Wnr ns Mr. Living fon ranks among theſe aber- 


\ 


1 . bh OR and i s ee a8 nn - 
heel, if not ſurpaſſing them, in faſſhoads! 


rations from the truth what his lordſhip has faid in vin- 
dication of religion in general, aud takes up the greater 
Part by far of the ſermon, is uncertain. To make his 


charge put on any apppearance of truth, he ſhould de 
. eee as be is pleaſed to anünadvert chiefly 
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= . 
1 apon facts, I will charitably ſuppoſe. he intends them; 
| and that he means the Biſhop of Landaf has aberrated © 
1 from truth inthe relation he gives of facts. And yet, 
| to the wonder and aſtoniſhment of every reader, he 
mentions but two or three ſuch facts, which he thinks 
Proper to call aberrations from the truth“ Thus the 
i; W mountain is ſunk to a moleh ill! 
I ſhall now re-examine ſuch paſſages of the ſermon as 
3 he has repreſented to be obnoxious, and have paſſed 
thro' the ordeal of his cenſure and animadverſion. 
| Tux firſt that he quotes from his lordſhip's fermon is 
nin theſe words“ ſince the diſcovery of the new 
3 « world, the ſame proviſion hath not been made of mi- 
* niſters, neceſſary to the ſupport of Chriſtianity 
among thoſe who removed thither, eſpecially inthe Bri- 
„  tiſh colonies. On which paſſage, Mr. Living ſton ob- „ 
ſer ves That this affirmed of the colonies without 
diſcrimination, is ſo contrary to truth, that with re- 
I ect to many of them, they exceed perhaps i in ſuch 
| „ proviſion, every other part of the Chriſtian world. 
* In the New-England colonies particularly they have, 
from the earlieſt ſettlement, been peculiarly attentive 
* to the moſt ample proviſion of a goſpel miniſtry,“ "NE 
J anſwer that his lordſhip's aſſertion, is abſolutely 
true of all the colonies, thoſe of New-England and 
part of New-York excepred, at the period his lordſhip 
ſpeaks of, namely, at their firſt ſettlement, and untill 
the time when the ſociety was incorporated in the year 
1701; and is actually true of many of them at this day. 
No public proviſion of Clergymen was made in Virginia 
by the legiſlature until the year 1712, when the pro- 
vince was divided i into pariſhes, and falaries were ſettled 
on miniſters, A like proviſion was made in Maryland, 
but ſtill ans, and it is only bin few years chat rhis OR 
| HRS 
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was done in the two Carolinas ahd Ceorgia, As for 


Pennſylvania, New-Jerſey, and a conſiderable part of 
New-York, there has been nothing of this ſort done for 
them. as yet. - 

I anſwer further that his lordſhip does not 72 | 


firm this of the colonies without diſcrimination;” for 


at page 12 of the ſermon, Lond. Edit. (New-York 


Edit. p. 9.) he makes an exception which every perſon 
| muſt neceſſarily ſee was intended to exculpate New-Eng- 


land from the above charge. Theſe are his lordſhip s 


words © In the old plantations, failures of this kind, 
« viz. of makinggproviſion of and for a ſettled N 


« ſeem to have proceeded rather from want of good will 


„ than of ability; for though many neglected, ſome 
took effectual care of this buſineſs, Conſcientious 


« perſons, who left their country on religious motives, | 


1 cd 10 —— 


That the firſt emigrants to New-England were con- 


ſcientious people, and left their country on religious 
* motives,” Mr. Livingſton affirms repeatedly in his 


letter; and it is generally allowed that many of thoſe 


dh adventurers left England on account of the reſtraints, 


or as they termed them, hardſhips, laid on them by 


the conſtitution and government. Now the Biſhop of 
 Landaff expreſsly affirms, theſe took effectual care of 
this © buſineſs”——of making proviſion for religion. 

Nor did any of the old colonies make this proviſion for 
religion, at the period his lordſhip ſpeaks of, but New- 


England only. So that this hideous outcry againſt the 
Bilbop of Landaff, as if he © loaded the New-England 
« colonies with great and undeſerved reproach,” is ut- 


terly deſtitute of any foundation. The charge falls to. - 
the ground, and is itſelf an aberration from the truth, 
That his lordſhip, by theſe © conſcientious perſons,” e 


did intend the firſt adventures to Ner- England is fur- 
ther evident from a paſſage in Dr. Humphrey's hiſtorical. 


«account of the ſocaety, (from which hiſtorical account it is 


JOT: 


ry ptobable the Biſtiop pf Land took his account of 
the colonies) which exactly agrees with what his lord- 
ſhip here relates. Sperk eg of the ſtate of New-Fy- 


gland, the Doctor ſays “ This colony was firſt ſet- 


« tled in 1620, by Proteſtant Diffenters of many deno- 
* minations, but -chiefly Independents, Brownfts, and 
« Presbytetians, They did at their firſt ſettling con- 


tend with, and by their great conſtancy, at laſt ſur- 
4 mount excerding difficulties ; and have thro? their in- 


« duſtry raiſed a plentiful and delightful country out 


of a barren and waſte wilderneſs: it ought to be 


oed to the juſt honour of this pedple, thar the firſt 


_ 4 ſettlers who left their native country, in England, ap- 
« pear to have done it out of a true primeiple of con. 

« ſcience, however erroneous. As foon as they had 

fixed the civil magiſtracy, they did eſtabliſh Ky pub- 
lic worſhip of GOD; and ſuitable to this prudent, ag . 
«6 well as religious procedare, the colony throve apate” 


The Doctor then proceeds to enumerate ſevetal 
Toubleſote ſects which prevailed in Nero. England, and 
to mention ſome eireumſtances that he judged would al- 
leviate, and in ſome meaſure excuſe rhe ſevere perfeca- 


tions of them which Won after enfued. 
. Humphreys was a zealons Churchman, and did 


rhis, as many other Churchmen have done ſince, on 
this and other ſimilar occaſions. But how different is 
the condu of Diffenters! Inſtead of foftening any un- 
happy circumſtances of former times, which Church- 
men diſapprove as much as they, —thefe are repre- 
ſented in the moſt aggravated, malicious manner, and 
the CHURCH upbraided with them. And not con- 


tent with this, but Malhocds are invented to blacken IT, 
and revile its members. Witneſs the late Dr. May beube 5 
e and others of the ſame N from chat 
— quarter. 5 


"> Dr. Epe. 05 arcontt of the oY 0. b. 
Fo Pe 35 36. 
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leled benevolence. 


niſts ſhewed for religion. 


ts) 
quarter. Witneſs the Independent RefeFfors and Watch- 
Towers, —thoſe fleeting foibles of their day, which 


have long ſince periſhed, tho? their Remembrance has not 
wich the American Whig and Philadelphia Centinel 


of rhe preſent times; which according to the courſe of 


all ſublunary things, muſt, alas! ſhare the fate of thoſe 
- their once exiſting precedeſſors and brethren. But from 


every thing of this ſort——whether miſrepreſentation, 
malice, indelicacy, inventing or ſaying hard things, re- 


viling or abuſing——The letter to the right reverend father 
in God, John Lord Bishop of Landaff, with due fubmil- 
ſion to its author be it ſpoken, muſt undoubredly in all 
| ſenſes, and in all degrees of ſenſes, be totally excepted 
and exempted; being calculated to remain © a more thatt 
© brazen monument” of the author's profound knowledge 


amazing erudition, unexampled candour, and unparal- 


4 


The agreement between this account of the New-Fngs 


land ſettlers by Dr. Humphrey's, and what the Biſhop of 
 Landaff ſays in the exception he makes of ſome early colo 
niſts——* who were conſcientious perſons, had left their 


country on religious motives, and took effectual care to 
* make proviſion for religion” ——The agreement, I ay, 
between theſe, is ſtriking. It clearly points out that his 


' lordſhip by thoſe, meant the firſt adventurers to New-Eng+ 
land. For it could not perhaps be affirmed of any other 


emigrants to the British colonies, that they left their coun- 
try on religious motives, and took effectual care to make 


proviſion for religion. Thoſe who write of tranſactions 


at which they were not prefent, muſt neceffarily take 


the relation which others give of them. And thus his 
| lordſhip, either from Dr. Humphreys, or from ſome 
| hiſtory of New-Eng/and, has given à ſhort, but juſt ac- 


count of the commendable care which thoſe early colo- 


+ 


When ] ſay that no other adventurers left their coun- 


try on religious motives, beſides thoſe ro New-England, 
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I mean that they were the only people who firſt planted 
a colony in order to have the free exerciſe of their reli- 


gious principles and worſhip, without any reſtraint. 


They were Diffenters from the eſtabliſhed Church at 
home; and it is certain that the ſpirit of tolerance and mo- 


deration which now fo eminently diſtinguiſhes the Church 


of England, as ] truſt it ever will—and which it is hoped 


generally prevails among Diſſenters alſo. as not 


then to be found among any denomination of Chriſtians. 
Many Churchmen took ſanctuary in America from the 
oppreſſions and perſecutions they ſuffered during Crem- 
welbs uſurpation. But they removed to places ſettled 
before they planted no new colony. So that the 
real ſtate of che colonies evinces that the Biſhop of 


Landaff had the emigrants to New-England i in view when 


he made the above exception. 


Even without the confirming teſtimony I have pro- 


duced from Dr. Humphreys, his lordſhip's words ſpeak 
ſufficiently plain for themſelves; and how Mr. Living- 


ſton came to paſs them over entirely without any notice, 
altho' they ſpeak directly to the point, I am at a loſs to 


conjecture. The words are as plain and legible as any 
words in the whole ſermon. By them the Biſhop of 
Landaſ undeniably intended the firſt „ to 
Nero- England, which exculpates his lordſhip from Mr. 
Living ſton's charge; as the adventurers are thereby ex- 
culpated from che charge of neglecting religion, agreea- 


It was prudent however to overlook this paſſage; for 


had it been brought into view, the Bishop of Landaf/ | 


could not, with any plauſibility, have been attacked as 


he now. is; which it ſeems was neceſſary on many ac- 


counts. Not to meution the pleaſure and honour of en- 
tering the liſts with a Bishop, and chaſtiſing him, it was 
to ſerve other purpoſes. Beſides, had this paſſage been 
ſuffered to make its appearance, the firſt adventurers to 


New-England had been n exculpated; and then it might 


have 
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ble to his lordſhip's manifeſt defign in writing thoſe words. | 
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have ſpoiled the pretty portrait of them which Mr. 
Living ſton draws; and the no leſs pretty compliment he 
Pays to their deſcendants now living, (tho' I fear he 
will not gain univerſal credit) when © he affirms there 
js not a more virtuous, not a more religious people 
upon the face of the earth.” 

That there are virtuous, religious 1 men among all de- 
nominations of Chriſtians, I believe that there are 


many /uch among the different denominations in Neto- 


England, I believe alſo. But, that the preſent Inhabitants 
of New-England in general are the moſt virtuous, religi- 

ous people upon the face of the earth, (the Idea, which 

by the words, as they ſtand, and by the tenor of the whole 
letter, is manifeſtly conveyed) is a point in which I am 
not quite ſo clear. Far be it from me to detract from 
the real merits of any perſon or people; but ſince this 
gentleman has begun, and put others on making the 
compariſon, I beg he would inquire of merchants and 

traders inthe city of New-York, and elſewhere, concerning 
this matter. On ſuch inquiry, is he certain they would 


7 givetheirſuffragesin ſupport of what he has here aſſerted ? 
Or let him read ſeveral paſſages in Dr, Douglaſs Summary, 


en this point. But ſpare both him and them. 
Well, but Mr. Living ſton thinks, -< that by certain 

5 * diſtinguiſhing ſtrokes in the deep ſhaded and ditmal = 

„portrait which the Biſhop of Langaf draws of the 


« colonies, it is ſufficiently 2 5 that his lordſhip in- 


© tends therein to deſcribe the firſt adventurers who ſet- 
* tled New-England. This he collects from the follow- 
« ing words in the ſermon Their not civilizing the 
* barbarous infidels as they 1 to do: And this in 
contrariety to the pretences and conditions under which 
they obtained royal grants; and in a word, their im- 
plicative declaration by thoſe pretences and conditions, 
that their deſign was, and that they ⁊bould endeavour the 
* propagation of the Chriſtian faith. As therefore he 
* cannot find, chat any incorporated company of advene 


* turers 


C18) 
« turers to America, entered into the engagements men- 
« tioned by his lordſhip, or obtained any charter on ſuch 


« condition, except thoſe who fixed their reſidence in 
« New-England; he muſt conclude that thoſe were the emi- 


G * — 
* ”n 

- 

= 


ay / 
* 


[ grants to whom his lordſhip more particularly alludes.” 1 

} Now it happens unfortunately for this Gentleman's * 
l d ce 
1 argument, that mof?, if not all the jr/?, incorporate : 
| companies of adventurers to America, obtained royal 5 


grants, under pretences and conditions which contained | 
an implicative declaration of their deſign to civilize ang = 
convert the barbarous infidels. I will give inſtances in 
three of the principal provinces in Britiſh America, whoſe 
| charters as much obliged the adventurers, and expreſſed 
the condition and deſign as clearly and fully to gofpelize 
the Indians, as any charter ro the New-England colonies, 
I begin with Virginia, which is a much older colony 
then any in New-England. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, wha 
was half brother to the celebrated Sir Walter Raleigh. 
Was, I think, the firſt Englishman who obtained letters 1 
patent from the Crown for ſettling any part of America. 
This was in the year 1578. This gentleman was loſt in 
his return from America; and in the year 1584, Sir Wal. $ 
fer Raleigh procured new letters patent to make ſettle» |! | 
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ments in America. He made very little progreſs how- 
ever in his intended deſign; and in 1 589, made an aſ- 
ſignment to ſeveral gentlemen, for continuing the plan 3 
tation of Virginia and alſo gave g. 100 to be expended | 
in propagating the Goſpel among the Indians. 5 
In the year 1605, the Earl of Southampton and Lord ö 
Arundel ſent Capt. Weymauth to make diſcoveries on the 
coalt of Virginia. In his intercourſe with the natives, 
Cape Wah treated them with great kindneſs and 
civility; becauſe, ſays Mr. Stith, © It was the chief de- 
* fign of the noble Wdyemurers who ſent him, to propa- 
1 gate 
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gate Chriſtianity among the barbarous people.” * 
In 1606, JAMES. I. granted letters patent to ſeve- 
ral knights and gentlemen for deducing a colony into 


Thoſe 
215 Were dated April 10, of that year, and run thus, 
« JAMES by the Grace of God, &c. Where- 
« as our loving ſubje&s, Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
* Somers, &c. have been humble ſuitors unto us, that 
« we jhould vouchſafe unto them our licenſe to make 
& habitation, plantation, —in that part of America called 


Firginia— WE greatly commending and graciouſly ac- 


« cepting of, their deſires for the furtherance of fo no- 


a ble a work, which may, by the providence of Almigh- 
« ty God, hereafter tend to the glory of his divine ma- 


« jeſty in propagating of Chriſtian religion to ſuch peo- 


„ple, as yet live in darkneſs and miſerable ignorance of 


« the true knowledge and worſhip of God, and may in 
time bring the infidels and ſavages, living in thoſe 


© parts, to human civilit/ — DO by theſe Our ler- 
* ters patents,” &c. 


But beſides this charter, the king gave divers articles, | 


inſtructions and orders to the companies, dated Nov. 20, 
of the ſame year,, under his ſign manual, and the privy 


feal of England; one of which orders is conceived in 
That the preſidents, councils and the 
« miniſters ſhould provide that the true word and ſervice 
* of God be preached, planted and uſed, not only in 
« the ſaid colonies, but alſo, as much as might be, among 
„the favages bordering upon them, according to the 


« rites and doctrines of the Church of England.” + 


Another of theſe orders o or inſtructions runs thus— 
5 That 


* Stith's Hip of Virginia. Bb L- p. 


In tbe Appendix fo Stith's Hiſt. Ld Virs ginia, Nor I. 
„ by. 2. 


1 Stith's 3x 72 of Virginia, Beek I. p. 37. 
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That all perſons ſhould kindly treat the ſavage and 
* heathen people in thoſe parts, and uſe all proper 
* means to draw them to the true ſervice and knowledge 
« of God, and that all juſt and charitable courſes ſhould 


* be taken with ſuch of them as would conform them- 
« ſelves to any good and ſociable traffic, thereby the 


* ſooner to draw them to the knowledge of God.” &c. * 
A ſecond charter was given to the adventurers to Vir- 
ginia, dated May £3, 1609, for the enlargement and ex- 
planation of their privileges. A third was granted 
March 12, 1611, the preamble of which is as follows 


« well adyenturers as planters of the firſt colony in Vir- 


« gina, and for the propagation of Chriſtian religion, and 


« reclaiming people barbarous, to civility and humanity, 


* WE have by our letters patents, bearing date May 23, 
« 1609, given and granted,” &c. 


In this jaſt paſſage the reader may obſerve that one 
principal deſign in giving the charter of May 23, 1609, 


clared plain enough in each of the former extracts I 
have made. Jet no effectual ſtep or method, that I 
have heard of, was ever taken by the government of 


that colony to convert the Indians; however well diſ- 
poſed many of the coloniſts might have been to promote 


10 good a deſign. 
| <A IPilliam keith indeed 1 us * Colonel 


Spotfeword, a gentleman of diſtinguiſhed merit, who 
Was appointed lieutenant governor of Virginia in the 


year 1710 ———< proj jected a law for the regulation of 
* the Indian trade, whereby an eaſy proviſion was made 


52 in 


— 


* Stith's 0% Virgina, Look II. p. 40, 
4 Appendix to dit. No. El. 5 13. 


JAMES, by the Grace of God, &c. Whereas at the 
« ſuitof divers and ſundry of our loving ſubjects, as 


is declared to be the propagation of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion among the ſavages. It is alſo expreſſed and de- 


8 perpetual fund for inſtructing the Indian children 8 


— 
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« jg the principles of Chriſtianity ; and it ſucceeded won- 


« derfully, until ſome deſigning merchants in London, 
« who conceived their particular intereſt to be affected 
« by that law, procured a repeal thereof from England, 
« which unhappily put an end ro the only practicable 
« ſcheme that had been Ft attempted for converting the 
Indians.“ + 
Thus we fee the avarice of a few men defeated this 
moſt charitable, benevolent purpdſe, which was worthy 
a perſon of governor Spot/woed's amiable and eminent 


character. This is not the only inſtance where ſuch mer- _ 


cenary, infamous conſiderations have prevented the pro- 
pagation of the goſpel among the poor unenlightened 
ſavages of North-America. 

The charter for Maryland was granted to lord Balti- 
more by CHARLES I, bearing date June 28, 1632. In 
it the ſame deſign of propagating Chriſtianity among 
the Indians is ſpecified, as in the charters of Virginia, and 


= made an implicative condition of obtaining it, The pre- 
> amble runs thus 


« CHARLES, by the Grace of 
« God, &c.—Whereas our truſty and well beloved ſub- 
« ject, Cæcœlius Calvert, lord Baltimore, &c. purſuing his 
« father's intentions, being excited with a laudable zeal 
« for the propagation of the Chriſtian faith hath 


« humbly beſought leave of US, by his indutkey and 


charge, to tranſport an ample colony of the English 
nation unto a certain country hereafter deſcribed, in 
« the parts of America, not yet cultivated, tho' in ſome 


> parts thereof inhabited by certain barbarous 125 
having no gent: of Almighty God- 


Kno 


ye therefore, &c. * 
The 


1 — 


7 Sir - William Keith's E. 115 yo Vi irginia, p. 172. 173. 
quarto. 

* Preamble to the Maryland charter. See a W of 
Charters of the provineer. of North-America. London 
Printed, 1766. | 85 
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The charter of Penn/ylvania to Mr. Penn was given 


by CHARLES II. in the thirty third year of his 
reign, i. e. in the year 1681, reckoning from the year 
1648 incluſive, when his royal father was murdered. 
This charter begins thus « CHARLES II, &c. 
« Whereas our truſty and well beloved ſubject, William 


Penn, Eſq; out of a commendable deſire to 


reduce the ſavage natives, by gentle and juſt manners, 


« to the love of civil ſociety and Chriſtian religion, hath 


« humbly beſought US, &c. + 


In each of theſe charters we find the propagation of 
the Goſpel among the Indians was kept in view. Un- 


der this pretence and condition the adventurers obtained 
them, and they implicatively declared they would do fo; 
yet in this, © they notorioufly failed.” And therefore 
what the Biſhop of Landaf” ſays is moſt true 


CC 


«< turers.”” 


By this time the reader perceives how weak and 


groundleſs Mr. Loving /ton's argument is for appropria- 
ting his lordſhip's charge of « making no proviſion for 


religion,“ to the firſt adventurers to New-England. His 
argument I have repeated before That he cannot 
find any incorporated company of adventurers to Ame- 
rica, entered into engagements for propagating Chriſti- 
anity among, and converting the Indians, except thoſe 
who fixed their reſidence in New-FEngland; and there - 
fore concludes thoſe were the engen to which his 


cc 
c 


cc 


oy 


:.66 


La) 


lordſhip alludes.” 


But 1 can nd, and every perſon who will be at the 
pains to inquire may find, and it is evident beyond the | 


poſſibility of a doubt, that the adventurers to Virginia, 


; Maryland and Pennſylvania, entered into as firm engages . 


ments, 


— 


* — 


5 + Preamble to the Charter of Pennſylvania, ibid. 


That their negle& of religion was contrary to the 
« preterices and conditions under which they obtained 
« royal charters, and public authority to their adyen- 
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ments, and were as much obliged by the tenor of their ; 


_ charters, now quoted, to propagate Chriſtianity among 


the Indians, as were thoſe emigrants who fixed their 
reſidence in New-England. And this entirely overturns 


his argument. 


"Cher Me; Lining fon eld not be able to E this 


out, is as ſurpriſing as that he ſhould paſs over the 


Biſhop of Landaff*s words at page 12 of his ſermon, 
(p.9, New-York edition.) If ſome ignorant, hot-headed 
bigot, who reviled and abuſed the CHURCH in pro- 
portion to his want of better knowledge, and true re- 


ligion, were to ſay this, and inconſequence of it, draw 
up an invidious charge againſt the Biſhop of Landaf, it 


would be a matter of no great wonder or moment. Such 


things we fee daily. But that Mr. Living ſton, who is 
ſaid to be a gentleman of ſenſe and learning, and an 
eminent lawyer 
lead him to know ſuch things 


—whoſe profeſſion would naturally 
| —that he, I ſay, could 
not find it, is palling ſtrange indeed! V 
It was lucky for him however, in one ſenſe, that he 
did not nd this out; for had he found it, he had been 


deprived of an opportunity to celebrate the anceſtors of 


thoſe whom he affirms to be the moſt virtuous reli- 


gious people upon the face of the earth;” and it 
would not look well to be leſs liberal to the fathers, 


(who were equally intitled to the tribute of praiſe) when 
the ſons were ſo much exalted above their fellows and 


cotemporaries. Accordingly, he embalms their memo- | 


ry with the moſt high-wrought panegyric, and ftrews 


their tombs with the moſt fragrant flowers. On this 


ſubject he is indeed wrapt beyond — ——himfelf, and is 
truly paetical. He riſes on the rapid wing of fancy, 


(which your poetical gentlemen can teſtify is not apt ta 


be confined within /ri, narrow bounds) and foars far 


enough above the — clouls. 
After pointing out, the more than brazen monu- 
* ments of their ſineerity which they bad left behind 


ol them” — 


My 1180 


* them“ —that they were © remarkable for every vir- 


. tue“ the moſt zealous, pure ſervants of God, 
and the objects of his peculiar favour, ſmiles and care, 


above all others: He wafts them to heaven, where, he 
ſays, © they have long ſince received the approbation of 
« their final . *I defy the moſt flaming panegyriſt 


among catholics, who ſtands forth, collected and tranſ- 
ported, to trumpet aloud the praiſes of ſome departed 


fat, under whoſe guardianſhip he places himſelf, and 


to whom he intends to pay daily, devout adoration—— 
to be more florid, vehement, laviſh, luſcious or extra- 
vagant in his encomiums, than this gentleman is in his 
encomiums on the departed ſaints of Neo- England. 
et after all, it would have been worth conſidering, 
| Whether it had not been better to have ſpared a little 


of this. For altho' it is beyond doubt that many pious, 


conſcientious perſons were among the firſt emigrants to 
New-England: Yer ſtill, this fine portrait, trickt off with 


ſuch glowing colours, will be apt to put people on in- 
quiring—whether many of thoſe emigrants did not leave 
their native country for cauſes leſs honourable, than 
| thoſe that are here alledged. It may remind folks af the 
perſecutions they exerciſed on Quaters and other deno- | 


minations; with ſeveral things of a like nature. 


Certain it is that many writers, who were very favour- 
able to theſe adventurers, and their immediate diſcendants, 
and knew as much about them and the colonies. of Ne- 
England, as Mr. Living ſton, are more cautious in giving their 
character, and repreſent them in a ſomewhat different light. 


And ſince our /etter-writing panegyriſt has extolled them 


ſo highly, and at che expence of others, I vill here tranſ- 


Tribe a few paſſages, Which I would otherwiſe willingly 
paſs over. 
The following 3 of theſe people is given by 


Mr. Neal who is their profeſſed advocate, tho 1 do not 


know that he ever received any fee-,from them— 


Alt muſt be allowed Jays he, that the Churches of New- 
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« England were mel very narrow 1 their princi- 
« ples, and uncharitable to thoſe who differed from them; 
they had no notions of liberty of conſcience, but 


were for forcing men to their public aſſemblies by 
4 fines and impriſonment.“ x 


Long enough before any obnoxious, epiſcopiſing miſ- 
ſionary preſumed to ſet his foot on that holy ground, Dr. 
Cotton Mather, (whoſe teſtimony, I preſume, Mr. Li- 
ving ſton will not obje& to) complained heavily 


That he ſaw a fearful degeneracy, creeping he could 


« not ſay, but ruſhing upon thoſe Churches; he ſaw to 
multiply continually their danger, of loſing no {mall 
« points in their firit faith, as well as their firſt love— 
« he ſaw a viſible ſhrink in all orders of Men among 


„them, from that goodneſs which was in the firſt grain 


He was greatly ſurpriſed, to ſee, that in America, 


_ « while thoſe parts which were at firſt peopled by the 


« refuſe of the Engliſb nation, did ſenſibly amend in the 


regards of ſobriety and education, thoſe parts which 


4 were 5 with a more noble vine, did ſo faſt give 
„„ pro 
_« a ſtrange vine. 


pect of ea only the N plants of 


In another place, the ſame author has thefe remarka- 
ble words The very Devils are walking about our 


. with lengthened chains, making a dreadful 
„ noiſe in our ears, and brimſtone, even without a meta- 


&« phor, is mani a helliſh and horrible ſtench in our 
ſeems it at all marvellous unto us, that 
« the» devil ſhould get ſuch footing in our country? 


« Why it is becauſe the Saviour has been flighted here, 


perhaps more than any where. Never were the 
offers of the Goſpel ſo freely tendered, or more baſe- 
ly deſpiſed among any people under the cope of 
Heaven, than in this e oy f. I forbear 


p. 248, 249. 
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any more quotations of this ſort, tho enough are at hand. 
I verily believe that honeſt Dr. Mather would have 
reproved any perſon who had wrote in his time of his 
cotemporary brethren in Næu - En land, as Mr. Living ſton 
now writes, for the wantonneſs ofhis p pen, and aberrations 
on this point from the truth. 
But to proceed. Had Mr. Living ſton diſcovered char 
other incorporated companies of adventurers to America 
were under equal engagements, with the emigrants to 
New-England, to convert the Indians, there had been no 
room or ground for his accuſations againſt the Biſhop of 
| Landaff, and therefore this 1 inconvenience would have 
enſued, that he could not with any propriety have ad- 
dreſſed him in theſe remarkably ju/?, tender and decent 
words ſorry am I therefore, ſorry on your lordſhip's 
“ account, as well as from the veneration I bear their 
* memory, that a prelate of the Church of England, 


* in theſe boaſted times of moderation and candour, at 


the diſtance of more than a century, and forthe ſingle 


crime of (what by far the greater part of Pro- 
teſtant Chriſtendom, is deemed no crime at all) non- 


cc 


conformity to the epiſcopal mode of Church govern- 
* ment, ſhould purſue them even beyond the grave, 
« with a ſpirit ſo apparently vindictive, and with unuſual 
aſperity and virulence of language,” 1 

Alas, good man! there is not the leaſt oecaſion for 
any of this ſorrow on the Biſhop's account. Weep not 
for him, but for yourſelf. All that his lordſhip has ſaid 
of the adventurers to Neur. England, who died above a 
century ago, 18: That they were conſcientious 


* people, who left ther country on religious motives, 


* and took effectual care to make proviſion for religion,” 


the neglect of which in others, he repreſents and blames. 


This I think is ſaying no harm of the emigrants to 
ects nor is. K * Purſuing them beyond the 
grave 
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grave With a vindictive ſpirit, with virulence or aſpe- 
« rity.” The charge againſt them is ſolely and pro- 
perly the product of Mr, Living ſlon's own crea- 
tive fancy; which, I will venture to aflirm, never 
once entered the Biſhop of Landaf”s thoughts. So that 
his lordſhip is condemned on a kind of ſpectre evidence, 
like that on which ſo many innocent people were con- 
demned in New-England, when „the inhabitants,” as 


Mr. Neal ſays, © were hanging one another for ſuſpected 
„ witchcrafts and ſorceries. * 


And here J requeſt this gentleman to reflect, as A 
Chriitian and as a man of honour, what reparation he is 


_ obliged in conſcience to make to the Biſhop of Landaf}, 


{for inventing this injurious calumny, then charging it 
on his lordſhip, and publiſhing it to the world, and next 


loading him with all the reproach which the author of 


ſuch a calumny deſerves, Juſtice and truth certainly de- 
mand that ſome reparation be made to his lordſhip; and 
Mr. Living ſton may be aſſured that the candid and unpre- 
judiced (which are by far the moſt reſpectable part of 
the world) expect it; for they look upon this whole 
procedure to be not only an “ aberration from truth,” 


but alſo a moſt groſs violation of decency, candour and 
Juſtice, 49 „ 


2 


Well, but hear our letter-guriter out ———hear what 


* 


he has to ſay in his own behalf. To alleviate this 


heavy charge againſt the Biſhop of Landaff, he 
imputes his lordſhip's error to wrong information.“ As 


« your lordſhip, /ays he, has neither acquired this intel- 
« ligence by perſonal acquaintance,” (i. e. as he expreſ- 
ſes it, p. 8. were not per/ohally acquainted with 


any adventurers who died an hundred years before your 


« lord{hip was born”) nor hiſtorical information, I can 


'« conceive of no ſource from whence it could ſo proba- 
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4 bly "have been drawn, as that of the ſociety's mil. 
« Conaries,” 

Intelligence of what ? That the firſt adventurers to 
Neto- England made no proviſion for religion? His lord- 
ſhip has neither ſaid ſo——nor that he received any 
ſuch intelligence; but on the contrary declares, that 
thele «© conſcentious perſons who left their country on 
religious motives, took effectual care of this buſineſs.” 


And therefore for any thing that appears, his lordſhip 


received full as much intelligence in this matter from 
« perſonal acquaintance with thoſe who died an hundred 
66 years before he was born, as from hiſtorical informa- 
tion, or the ſociety's miſſionaries ;” that is to ſay, he 
received no ſuch intelligence at all; for he avers they 


did not neglect, but took Hecdual care to make proviſion 


for religion. 


Be that as it will, Mr. Living ſton, in \ friendſhip to his 
lordſhip, cautions him againſt placing much confidence 


in the miſſionaries ; “ for if he makes uſe of no other 
channel of conveyance, his lordſhip will but too ſel- 
dom be juſtly. informed.“ For this declaration he 
aſſigns two reaſons — 1. many of the miſſionaries 
have for many years paſt made it a practice to miſrepre- 
* ſent facts. 2. It being their intereſt ſo to do, a mo- 
1 derate ſhare of the knowledge of mankind will be 


« ſufficient to induce us to conſider as incompetent wit- 


« neſſes, any ſet of men who are perionally intereſted 
in the teſtimony they give. 

This ſecond reaſon is fo entirely in che law-ſtyle, that 1 
am inclined to think it is no more than an exact tranſcript 
of ſome old, muſty plea or demurrer (I ſtand cor- 
reed before Mr. Living ſton, and I hope he will pardon 
me, if I ſhould not uſe theſe phraſes and words with 
that N or — with that elegance, perſpicuity and 


py eciſion 
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preciſe ion, for which he is ſo juſtly celebrated at the Bar) 
an exact tranſcript, I ſay of ſome old muſty plea 
or demurrer put in againſt an evidence in ſome law trial. 
But it is not eaſy to conceive how: the miſſionaries could 
be intereſted in miſrepreſenting thoſe who have been 
dead ſo many years——— whoſe hiſtory has been writ- 
ten by different perſons, and with which any others 
may be as well acquainted asthe miſſionaries. 

As to thefirſt reaſon, it contains a falſe, unjuſt aceu- 
ſation. The miſſionaries, by the rules of the ſociety, 
are obliged to tranſmit annually to the ſecretary an ac- 
count of their reſpective miſhons, An abſtract of theſe 
accounts is publiſhed every year with the anniverſary 
ſermon preached before the ſociety. Hundreds of theſe 
ſermons and abſtracts are ſent regularly to America, and 
are diſperſed by the miſſionaries among their congrega - 
tions, or given to any perſons that will. pleaſe to read 
them. If they miſrepreſent facts, they certainly act 2 
very weak, ſilly part; for they may be eaſily detected, as 
their accounts are conſtantly laid before thoſe among 
whom they live, as well as 9 5 the public in general. 
Mr. Living ſton has not thought proper to point out any 
miſrepreſentations of facts of which the miſſionaries 
have been guilty; and ſince he has given ſufficient evi- 
dence that he wanted not Inclination to do it, we cannot 
impute it to any thing elſe, hut that it was not in his 
power. The ſociety's abſtracts are diſperſed about- 
he is welcome to examine them, and I dety him to pro- 
duce any inſtances in which the charge is true. The 
miſſionaries in this, and in the adjacent provinces, are 
gentlemen of unblemiſhed characters, exemplary in 
their lives, and above the ſuſpicion of this invidious 
charge, which is a glaring, notorious, malicious falſhood. 

Before J quit this head, I muſt obſerve that Mr. 
Living ſton treats the Biſhop of Landaff with great ſeve- 
rity and rudeneſs, © for ſaffering himſelf, as he is pleaſe 
* od to fay, t to be ſo palpably miſled and abuſed 
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for not taking pains to inveſtigate the truth———— 


4 for publiſhing ſo many intereſting facts on ſuch incom- 
« petent teſtimony, ſo many aflertions, the reverſe of 


« which js true” —with a great deal more- to the 


fame purpoſe. 


Now had his lordſhip been miſtaken in ſome matters 


of fact in America, his diſtance from it might very well 


plead his excuſe. But what excuſe can be offered for 
Mr. Living ſton, who lives in America, and yet is miſtaken 
in many matters of fact, and greatly miſrepreſents them? 


I have given one inſtance already in the charters of ſe- 


veral colonies, by which the adventurers who obtained 


them were obliged to endeavour the converſion of the 


Indians, tho' he inſinuated the contrary, and from thence 


drew an argument to ſupport his miftake, In another 


place he fays——— the ſociety have been extremely 


_< delinquent in the execution of their defign, as will 
appear from a ſurvey of great part of Maryland and 
Virginia * ———mplying that the fociety have 
ſent miſſionaries to Maryland and Virginia, which have 
failed in the diſcharge of their duty; and yet in truth 
the ſociety never ſent a miſſionary to either of theſe 
provinces. Again, he tells the Biſhop of Landa 


« Ecleſiaftical ſynods have ever been in uſe among 
© them,” 1. e. the New-Englend coloniſts; « and What 


may ſeem extraordinary to an Engliſh prelate, they 
have been ſo conducted as never to give any juſt um- 
* brage to the civil power.” | What appears to be 


extraordinary in this is, that Mr, Living ſton ſhould 
roundly aſſert « their fynods never gave any umbrage to 
* the civil power,” when no longer ſince than the 
year 1725, lieutenant governor Dummer received a ſe- 
vere reprimand from the Loxps JusTicEs (the King 


being then in Germany) for countenancing one of thole 
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bod. Their proceedings gave very great umbrage : 
were declared to be * a contempt of his Majeſ- 
« ty's prerogative an effectual ſtop was ordered to 
* be put to them; and if notwithſtanding ſuch ſignifi- 
* cation, they ſhould continue to hold ſuch affem⸗ 
u bly,” then the lieutenant governor was ordered 
c to take care that the principal actors therein be pro- 
* ſecuted for a miſdemeanour. * 
I ſhall not ſtay now to enumerate any more of this 
| rear s miſtakes; but beg leave to aſk here 
ith what face can he charge the Biſhop of Landa 
with negle& to be well informed, with miſtakes and miſ- 
Sf Sat rs when he himſelf is ſo notoriouſly guilty 
each of them ? Had his lordſhip, as I faid before, 
even fallen into ſome errors as to matters of fact, (tho? in 
reality he hath not) the diſtance of three thouſand . 
miles, would, in the judgment of candour, apoldgize 


for him: But Mr. Livingſton has no plea of this ſort to {$1 
urge in his behalf. He lives on the ſpot, and yet blun?L 


ders, and miſrepreſents, and aberrates from truth, when 
ſpeaking of American affairs; at the very time that he is 
abuling the Biſhop of Landaf.,. as if he Was guilty! 
Thou that ſayeſt a man ſhould not commit adultery, 
do 1 thou commit adultery? Thou that aber idble, dſt 
thou commit ſacrilege? 85 
In very truth, the Biſhop of Landaf I think had bet 
ter depend on the information he receives from the miſ- 
ſionaries, than implicitly conſide in the repreſentations 
his new correſpondent may give him. For altho by his 
attempt to diſgrace the 
offer, unſolicited, to rectify his lordſhip's miſtakes, 
he: erben to aim at engroſſing the whole buſineſs of 
tranſmitting intelligence hence, and becoming informer- 
general, to the Biſhop of Landaf——perhaps to the 
oy a. Let e as he * very much abuſed his ip 58. 
| Sera nk EE 
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poor miſſionaries, and his 


Das. * 


15 ſhip i in more ſenſes of the word than one, tak put in 


Mr. Living ſton's long declamation in their defence— 
his enumeration of their virtues, labours, ſynods, con- 
feſſions of Faith, Catechiſms, &c. &c. might have been 
altogether ſpared. He has no antagoniſt here but him- 


e 


a demurrer or plea againſt his being inſtated 120 that 
office, at leaſt immediately ; until ſome further trial be 


made of his fidelity, as well as competent knowledge of 
American affairs. 


Enough hath been ſaid to refute Mr. Lining tlow's 


charge againſt the Biſhop of Landaſf, as if his lordſhip 


did intend the adventurers to New-England, and © that 
« 1t was againſt them he preferred the heavy accuſation 
of abandoning with their native ſoil, their native man- 
ners and religion.“ This is Mr. Living. /ton's capital 


error, which runs thro? his whole letter; and yer his 


lordſhip did not intend thoſe adventurers, but expreſsly 
excepts them from the above accuſation. And hence, 


ſelf 


he fights only with his own ſhadow. His en- 


deavouring to prove the Biſhop has ſaid, what he ne- 
ver did ſay, nor intended to ſay, reminds me of the 
ſhrewd commentator on Ariſtotle, who having read in his 
author that the ſoul is auzos, zmmaterial, and miſtaking 


it for avacs, @ pipe, adduced very learned arguments to 
prove the foul was a pipe. And his miſtake, if it was 
one, in thinking thoſe emigrants were accuſed, tho? none 


impeached them, and his attempt to defend them, brings 


to my memory che preacher, who having choſe for his 


text theſe words of Davip, I am fearfully and wonder- 
fully made; butthe final e in made, being by ſome acci- 
dent eraſed, he read it, I am fearfully and wonderfully 


MAD ; upon Which he harrangued his audience on the 


nature of ſpiritual madneſs; and entered into a profound 
vindication of the royal prophet againſt any imputation | 
he might fall under from the text. 


But the reader may chooſe to be fatisfied with 
regard to the accuſation itſelf;  lince the preſent 


ſtate, 


him to ſhew: 


diſcovery of this new world, 


IO 


ſtate of America, is, in general, very different from 
what the Biſhop of Landa repreſents it, as he 
is quoted by Mr. Living /ton. In this I am willing 
to gratify him. Indeed to any candid perſon, who is 
acquainted with the former ſtate of America, nothing 


more than reading the ſermon is neceſſary to do this; 
but as the author of the letter has endeavoured to make 


his lordſhip's words appear in the worſt light he could, 


it may be proper to pull off the gloomy diſguiſe he has 


thrown over them, and ſhew them! in their true, genuine 
light. 

7 he Biſhop of Landaff Pede his ſermon before a 
ſociety which was incorporated to propagate the Goſpel 
in foreign parts; and the American colonies were the 
principal objects of their pious care and attention. His 
lordſhip's text, which was Rom. x, 14, naturally led 
That an order of men, with perpetual 
« ſucceſhon, ſhould be ordained and dedicated to the 
* ſervice of preaching the Gofpel— that for this 
« end our faviour ſent forth his apoſtles, the apoſtles 
*« commiſſioned new teachers, with power of delivering 


down the ſame commiſſion to others, &c.—according 


«© to which appointment and the neceſſity of the thing, 
a ſtanding miniſtry hath at all times been maintained ; 


„ jn all Chriſtian countries,” * 


His lordſhip, after having mentioned that this was 
done i in all ordinary caſes, proceeds to ſhew that in ſome 
extraordinary caſes, ſuch as ſettling” colonies, after the 
the ſame proviſion | 
« of miniſters was not made; eſpecially i in the Britiſn 
% colonies; a ſcandalous neglect, which brought great 
* anddeſerved reproach: both on the adventurers, and 
on the government from whence they went. Upon 
the adventurers, what reproach could be caſt heavier 


cc 
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© than they deſer ved: r Who with their native ſoil, 


3 * abandoned ; | 
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otherwiſe providing for the ſupport of religion— 


5 n 
« abandoned their native manners and religion; and e' et 
« long, were found in many parts living without remem- 
* brance or knowledge of God, without any divine 
* worſhip, in diflolute wickedneſs, and the moſt brutal 
* profligacy of manners —inſtead of civilizing and con- 
“ verting Þarbarous infidels, as they undertook to do, 
they became themſelves infidels and barbarians — 
% and what was an aggravation of their ſhame, this ne- 
* glect of religion was contrary to the pretences and con- 
« ditions, under which they obtained royal grants, and 
* public authority to their adventures, —one of which 
pretences and conditions was, the propagation of the 
____ Here, let it be obſerved——— 


1. That his lordſhip ſpeaks not of the preſent Aneri. 


cans, but of the jir/? adventurers, and their immediate 
deſcendants; altho? Mr. Living ſton ſometimes perplexes 
and jumbles matters in ſuch a manner, that from ſeveral 
paſſages in his letter, the unwary reader would be led 
to think the Biſhop of Landaff ſays this of the preſent, 
generation, of whom he here ſays not a word. The 


author of the letter had, no doubt, particular ends ta 


ſerve by doing this, 


2. His lordſhip blames the government from whence the 
adventurers went, for permitting things to remain as they 
did for not uſing ſome methods to have the conditions 


of thecharters complied with in converting the Indians, and 
-for 
all this, I fay, he blames the government as much as 


the adventurers who went to America. He expreſſes that 
| Juſt concern which every good man, and pious Chriſtian 


ought to feel, that a matter of ſuch infinite importance 


ſhould be ſo much neglected; nor does he ſhift the 
blame of this negle& from the government and people 
of England, ta the adventurers and their poſterity j but 


—— 


Amen p, 6, 7. Land, Eat New-York Edit, 5. . 6 


and Colonel Heathcote are particular ly mentioned, 
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us bath were Iclinquent, he accardingly mentions them 


as ſuch. Theſe particulars had a cloſe connection with 
the ſubje& and occaſion on which his lordfhip preached, 
and therefore were introduced with great propriety ; for 

the neglect of religion in the colonies, gave rife to the in- 


corporated ſoeiety for the propagation of the Goſpel 1 in 
fe parts. 


When the ſociety was incorported in the year 


1701, one of the firſt things they did was to gain pro- 


per information of the ſtate of religion in the colonies, 


This they did, not by conſulting their miſhonaries, for 
they had none then in America; but, as Dr. Humphreys | 
tells us, They made inquiry of all proper per- 


« ſons, ts and others at home; and wrote to 
* governors, congregations of people, and other per- 
ſons of diſtinction in the plantations for a more par- 


* ticular account of the ſtate of religion in the American 


* colonies; that by ſuch a diſtin& informatien, they 
* might more ſuitably apply their help where it was 


4 moſt wanted and defired.” * Among thoſe conſulted 


by the ſociety on this occaſion, governor Dudley, Ww 


gave a full account of the then ſtate of Chriſtianiry | 


„ mall thecolonies of North-America, Colonel Morris, 


The reſult of the ſocietyꝰs inquiry was “ That 


(0 they received from the colonies a more melancholy 
& account than their fears could ſuggeſt ; ſeveral rela- 


“tions ſetting forth that the very Indian darkneſs was 


% not more gloomy and horrid, than that in which ſome. 


* of the Engliſh inhabitants of the colonies lived. Such 
* as verified the words of the charter, where it ſays— 


. ſome colonies and Plantation r were wholly deſtitute and 
5 & unprovided of a maintenance for miuiſtero, and the 


* public awarſpip of God; for lack of which————many of 


. King 1 je wanted Ee ee of God's 
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atheiſm and infidelity.” + 
Another account of the ſociety ſays 


ce That on 


Chriſtianity in the American plantations, they found 


who reflects how great a neglect there was in providing 


miniſters for the colonies; and where people are deſti- 
tute of inſtruction and the ordinances of religion, they 


muſt neceſſarily ſink into neglect of religion, into igno- 
rance, vice and barbarity. The reader may form ſome 
notion of this matter from the following ſhort account 


which is chiefly taken from Dr. Humphreys. 


About the year 1679, there were but four miniſters 


of the Church of England in all North- America, and 
only one or two of theſe regularly ſent. 
Sotuth-Carolina was ſettled about the year 1664; and 
yet there was no reſident Clergyman of the Church of 
England in that province until the year 1701; altho' it 
then contained upwards of SEVEN THOUSAND Pen 


beſides negroes and children. 


5 N was ſettled near the ſame time wich | 
Sout h- Carolina. In the year 1701, it contained above 
FIVE THOUSAND Inhabitants, beſides Negroes and In- 


dians ———all living without any form of divine wor- 


ſhip publickly performed, and without any ſchools. 


Virginia and Maryland, tho? older, colonies, and ſome» 


what better ſupplied with Clergymen ; yet neither of. 
them had near the number that was wanted. | 


In Pennſylvania, cho @ very Populous province, there | 
was 


1 Hump I Hiſt. 7 ibid. 


1 Cos of of the ſeciety 405 e the Goel, &c. 


publiſhed in TE 


word and ſacraments, and hemed to be abandoned to 


the ſociety's application to be informed of the ſtare of 


thatin ſome places it was fo very ſad and deplorable, 


that there were ſcarce any footſteps of religion to be 
© ſeen among them.“ 


Theſe relations will not appear ſurpriſing to any one x 
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| was no Clergyman before the year 1700, when the 


Revd. Mr. Evans was ſent to Philadelphia. Nor was there 


any reſident Clergyman | in Jerſey until about the year 
2702} ; altho? it then contained above FIFTEEN HUN- 


DRED families; and many of them members of the 


' CHURCH of ENGLAND. The number of diſſenting Mi- 
niſters in theſe provinces was very ſmall about this 
time in ſome of them, I cannot learn that there bs 
were any. 


New-York, was originally poſſeſſed by the Dutch but 


in the year 1664, it was reduced by the Engliſh. We 
have no hiſtory of this province which can be e 
on, as to eccleſiaſtical affairs. 
The following account of the religious ſtate of the 
Inhabitants of the government of Neu- T. ork, including 
Long - Iſland, Staten - Iſland, and part of Terſey, was 
+ e. to the ſociety, in 1704, by Colonel Heathcote, 
who was a gentleman of conſiderable eſtate, eminent for 
his virtue, piety and good ſenſe which account 
will be ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe. F 
« 1 found this country about twelve years ago, the 
« time I firſt came here, the moſt rude and heatheniſh I 
ever ſaw in my whole life, which called themſelves 
„ Chriſtians, there being not ſo much as the leaſt marks 
«or footſteps of religion of any ſort, Sundays were 


« only times ſet apart by them for all manner of yain 


« ſports, and lewd diverſions, and they were grown to, 


« ſuch a degree ofgrudeneſs that it was intolerable,” * 


Colonel Heathcote then proceeds to inform the ſociety, 


that having the command of the militia, he ordered the 


Captains to call their men together, and let them know, 
That if they did not chooſe a reader in each town, 
and ſpend ſunday in the beſt manner they could, until. 
Clergymen were procured, the Captains ſhould eve 
Sunday order their men under arms, and ipend. the WY | 
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in exertife, that being leſs offenſive, and a lefs profanä⸗ 
tion of the day, than their uſual way of ſpending it. 
Deeply ſhaded and diſmal as this portrait may appear, 
there is all the reaſon imaginable to believe it was 
ſtrictly true of many places. Beſides Colonel Heathcote, 
vhoſe veracity may be depended on, Dr. Humphreys ſays, 
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this account was confirmed by many other hands.“ It 


| ſhould be obſerved however that the Dutch are excepted 
from the above charge; for they are ſaid to “live in the 


te moſt orderly and Chriſtian manner 
Such was the deplorable ſtate of the colonies, as they 


were repreſented by the moſt conſiderable perſons, and 


gentlemen of beſt note, then living here, ro whom the 


ſociety, on their firſt incorporation, applied for intelli- 


gence. I have given but a ſhort ſketch of the accounts 


that were tranſmitted hence. And now let the reader 
judge, whether the Biſhop of Landaf has exaggerated 


matters in the leaſt; and whether theſe accounts do not 


fully juſtify what his lordſhip hath ſaid, that the adven- 


turers to America © were found in many parts living 


% without remembrance or knowledge of God, without 
any divine worſhip,” &c.——There was no neceſlity 
that he ſhould go to the Cape of Good-Hepe, as Mr. Li- 
ving ſton ſuppoſes, to find a people who anſwered his 
deſcription. The American plantations furniſhed but too 
many, at the time his lordſhip ſpeaks of, who anſwered 

it exactly, if they were not miſrepreſented ; and if they 


were, neither the ſociety nor his lordſhip are to blame. 


Praiſe be to God, the face of things is much changed 
of late. By the pious endeavours of the ſociety, and 
ſome late regulations in the colonies, matters are, thro? 
the bleſſing of Heaven, greatly altered for the better. 
And it may with great truth be averred, that no people 
in the Brit/h dominions are more virtuous, or ſtricter 
obſer vers of religious duties, than the Americans in gene- 
ral are, where they have the advantages of proper in- 
ſtruction, and the ordinances of religion duly adminif-- 
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tered. It is not however of the preſent, but of former 
times that his lordſhip ſpeaks, when theſe advantages 


were wanting. And were the people of England, or of 


any other country, in the ſame circumſtances, they 
would in a little time ſink into the ſame deplorable ſtate 


of irreligion with ſome of the former coloniſts. 


Mr. Living ſton's great miſtake, as I ſaid before, E 
his ſuppoſition that by thoſe © who with their native 


4 country abandoned their native manners and religion,” 
the Biſhop of Landaff meant the emigrants to News 


England. The miſtake hath been already detected; 


but whilſt he is in purſuit of this phantom which his 


own imagination had raiſed, he not only treats the 


| Biſhop of Landaſ with great indecency, but throws 
many unjuſt aſperſions on the ſociety for the propagation 


of the Goſpel in foreign parts. 


Thus he fays——==* With reſpect to their, i. e. che 


« ſociety's, endeavours in civilizing and converting the 


« barbarous infidels, which 1 ſuppoſe will be allowed to : 


be part of the grand deſign of their incorporation, i 


« will venture to affirm, they have been more deficient 


« than the adventurers. upon whom your lordſhip is 
« pleaſed to fix the charge”  ——viz, of neglecting to 


- eonvertiheingnns oo} 5 
The deſign of the ſociety's incorporation muſt be 
learnt from their charter. There is not a ſyllable men- 


tioned in the charter, of converting Indians. None are 
pointed out as objects of the incorporated ſociety's care, 


but the King's ſubjects and people in the plantations, 
colonies and factories belonging to England.“ The char- 
4 ter ſays, * that in ſome of theſe plantations, &c. the pro- 


« viſion for miniſters was very mean, and others were 


« wholly deſtitute and unprovided of any maintainence, 
for miniſters and the public worſhip of God; 


for lack of which ſupport and maintenance for fuch, 


r 1 
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« many of the King's loving ſubjects did want the ad- 
“ miniſtration of God's word and ſacraments, and ſeemed 
4 to be abandoned ro atheiſm and infidelity; and the 


« want of learned and orthodox miniſters to inſtruct the 


« ſaid loving ſubjects, did encourage Romiſh prieſts and 


« Jeſuits to draw them over to popiſh ſuperſtition and 


« jdolatry.” * 
Jo remedy theſe 3 ant ſtop their further pro- 


greſs ——- —that the King's people and ſubjects 
might be provided with miniſters, and thoſe miniſters 


Vith a proper ſupport and maintenance, the ſociety was 


incorporated. For by this channel it was juſtly thought, 


the collected charity of well diſpoſed people might with 


more advantage be applied, for the ſupport of miſſiona- 
ries in ſuch places as they were wanted. This, and this 


only, is the declared deſign of the ſociety's 8 incorporation. 
„The fr/t and Principal end of this corporation, ſays 
„Dr. Stebbing, is, not to plant Chriſtianity among Hea- 
© thens, but to reſtore, or to preſerve it among Chriſti- 
ans — The converting Heathens is a ſecondary, 


« incidental point. 4 The ſociety conceived indeed, that 


by their charter they were empower'd to appropriate 
part of the money committed to their truſt, to the pur= 


pole of converting Heathens, both Indians and Negroes, 


Accordingly, they have done this; and have embraced 
every opportunity that was favourable, and promiſed 

ſucceſs. But if the ſucceſs of their attempts has not 

anſwered their wiſhes or endeavours, it is what they 


lament, and what none ſhould upbraid them with. 

No perſon who is a friend to Chriſtianity, and is ac- 
quainted with the hiſtory and ſtate of the ſociety, can, 
without indignation, read what this gentleman is pleaſed 


to write of that truly venerable body, and conſider in how a 
- OT gon 
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diſadvantageous a light he endeavours to place them. 


It avails not that with the moſt pious intention they en- 
gaged in this noble deſign, to ſnatch their fellow ſub- 


jects from ignorance, vice and eternal ruin, and to 
diffuſe the light of the goſpel among them —it 
avails not that their time, their labour, their influence, 


their money, have been employed to reclaim ſuch as 


« ſeemed to be abandoned to atheiſm and infidelity” | 


and to ſpread the glad tidings of ſal vation among 


1 thoſe perſons whoſe ſtate was ſuch, that “the very In- 


« dian darkneſs, was not more gloomy or horrid than 
lived” it avails not, that by 
of God on their. pious endeavours, thoſe 
evils bave been removed from many, and that there is 
a pleaſing proſpect this will in time be done more and 


more: All this availeth nothing. The ſociety hath un- 
fortunately fallen under this gentleman's diſpleaſure ;— 
and altho' compoſed of the moſt eminent perfonages in 
the nation, and gentlemen of the moſt reſpectable cha- 
"> radcters, whoſe praiſe is in all the Churches abroad: 
> Yet they are treated with great indignity, and their 
proceedings miſrepreſented. It ſhould be conſidered 


however that they are CHURCH-MEN! TTT! 
„Thus ſpiritual hate, like carnal love, levels all diſ- 


«* tin&tions.” The ſaint and ſinner, the peer and clown 


equally ſhare its inſults, when they ſtand in the way, 
But had this ſociety been compoſed of Diſſenters, how 


had Mr. Living ſton extolled it! How had its deeds, its 


labours, its praiſes glittered in his ſcelling page | « Like 


father ZEneas among his fellows,” how conſpicuous 


had it riſen, and towered above all other ſocieties !_ 
If by the propagation of the Goſpel in foreign parts, 

proceeds our /etter writer, © is to be n whe the 

* epiſcopiſing of Diſſenters in the American Colonies ; 


they have indeed made ſome attempts towards it.” * 


The 
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who ſettled there, from other parts 
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The epiſcopiſing Diſſenters was not the intention of the 
{ociety, nor did they ever ſend any miſhonaries to Ame- 
rica with that particular deſign. The deſign on which 
they ſet out, and which they have ſteadily purſued, was 
to ſupply ſuch congregations as profeſſed the Church of 
England, and applied to them for aſſiſtance, with miſſi- 
onaries; and to contribute to their ſupport when the 
congregations were poor, and unable to maintain them. 

Accordingly, they have not ſent a miſſionary to an 


place, before application was made to them for that pur- 


poſe by the inhabitants, For ſeveral years after the 
incorporation of the ſociety, few or no miſſionaries were 
ſent to Ner- England. Had it been their deſign to epiſ- 
copiſe Diſſenters, certainly they would not have acted 
thus. The true reaſon of it was, there were then 
very few profeſſors of the Church of England in that 
part of America; and therefore miſhonaries were not 

Wanted, nor defired, . 

But in time, when by an acceſſion of a 
when a ſpirit of 
inquiry led many to read Books written in vindication of 
the CHURCH, ſeveral of whom were thereby con- 
yinced of the excellency of her forms and diſcipline, as 
well as of the truth of her dactrines, ſo as to be induced 
do conform to them—when rampant enthuſiaſm had 

diſguſted many of the more rational, ſenſible and ſeri- 

us diſſenters, and they looked for more edification in 
the communion of the CHURCH than elſewhere—when 
by theſe means, I fay, the members of the CHURCH 
were increaſed in New-England, and they petitioned | 
the ſociety for aſſiſtance, 5 dee were ſent to them. 
There is not a ſingle inſtance where any miſſionary was 
{ent to that colony before it was requeſted by the peo- 

Ple. * The ſociety,” as Dr. Humphreys obſerves, © did 

not concern themſelves here, i. e. in New-England, 
1 until they were loudly called vpn; and the inhabi- 
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& tants in many places, did not only ſend petitions for 


« Miniſters, but alſo built Churches before they had 
« Miniſters; which is an uncontroulable evidence and 
« proof, that the people themſelves deſired to have the 
« Church of England worſhip, with a hearty zeal and 
« true ſincerity.” + And ſince they deſired it thus ear- 
neſtly, and requeſted the ſociety's aſſiſtance, not being 


able themſelves to ſupport Miniſters, they were as much 
objects of the ny” s care _ bounty as any others 


@ whatever. 


That the CHURCH hath i increaſed in News Higland 
of late, I readily grant; and this can only be imputed to 


the native excellence of its worihip, and the unblemiſhed 


conduct of the miſſionaries. They, no doubt, would be 
glad to ſee others join in that mode of Worſhip which 


they think moſt agreeable to the will of God; but 


by never uſed any methods, (ſo far as I could learn, 


and I have made inquiry) to make proſelytes from Diſ- 


ſenters, except by the faithful diſcharge of their duty; 


and the defence of themſelves when attacked. 


Since J am upon this point, I cannot omit mentioning 


a circumſtance which does much honour to the members 
# Lot the CHURCH there, and is this lt appears 
from very good evidence, that among the Inhabitants of 


New-England, who (1 willingly grant) are a reſpectable 


people, (if that will but content their paneg y %% many 
of thoſe who profeſs themſelves Churchmen are diſtin- 


guiſhed for real Virtue and Piety, and do their country, 


at leaſt as much honour in this reſpe&, as any that gre 
in it. That this was alſo the caſe with ſome of them 


formerly, I have a very unexceptionable teſtimony— 


it is that of Col. Hunter, Governor of New-Tork, who 

left it with this elogium among others, from the Aſſembly 
* You have governed well and wiſely, like a prudent 
0 magiſtrate, 
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« magiſtrate, like an affectionate parent.” ———That 
gentleman in a letter written to the ſociety, dared 1 in the 
year 1711, fays „When I was at Connecticut, 
« thoſe of our communion at the Church at Stratford, 

came to me in a body, and then, as they have ſince by 
letter, begged my interceſſion with the venerable ſoci- 
„ ety, and the Biſhop of London, for a miſhonary ; they 
appeared very much in earneſt, and are the BEST 
« SET OF MEN | met with in that country,” *_ 


This being the caſe, I read over with the greateſt 


coolneſs and compoſure imaginable, what Mr. Living ſton 
aflerts with ſo much heat « The immenſe ſums, 
« ſays he, expended by the Society——are ſquandered, 
" ridiculouſly ſquandered, on miſſions to places where 


the Goſpel was preached before.“ Probably it might 
have been preached there before; but it was in ſuch a a 
manner that many thought they could not have equal | 
edification by it as they could elſewhere perhaps 
they could not in conſcience liſten to it, or join in the 
mode of worſhip with which it was accompanied ; and 
ſurely there is ſome regard due to the ſcrupulous con- 
| ſcience of a Churchman, as well as to that of a Difſenter. 
This however is not all———the heavieſt .ſtroke is 
{till ro come. But if the original deſign of the ſociety, | 


continues Mr. Living ſton, was to Chriſtianize aborigi- 

nal Indians; or to ſubſerve the cauſe of Chriſtianity 
in any other ſenſe, except as above mentioned, 1. e. 
„in epiſcopiſing Diſſenters, they have notoriouſly 
« failed.” + That the ſociety have ſubſerved the cauſe 
ok Chriſtianity by the labours of their miſhonaries: 


by their inſtructions and preaching——by diſpenſing the | 


- ordinances of religion by promoting piety and vir- 
tue: Thouſands in America are able, and I dare ſay wil- 


ling, if called upon, to atteſt. No perſon who has been 
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acquainted with the ſtate of America for any-number f 
years can have a doubt about it; and there is no more. 
occaſion for depoſitions to prove it to ſuth, than there 
is for depoſitions to prove to the Biſhop of Landaf, _ 
« that the ſhun ſhines in America as well as in Europe.” “ 
As to the ſociety's failures in Chriſtianizing the 
Indians, it ſhall be conſidered preſently, But before 
I quit this ſubject, I muſt obſerve that Mr. Living- 


ſton, and many others of his way of thinking, have ex- 


preſſed no ſmall degree of diſpleaſure and indignation, 
that any miſſionaries ſhould be ſent to New-England 
at all. They ſeem to think it an unlawful encroachment, 

that Churchmen ſhould not breathe the air, or 
tread the ground in thoſe colonies; and that they ſhould 


be conſecrated ſolely to the uſe of Presbyterians and In- 
gy dependents. 5 


For my part I cannot ſee che leaſt reaſon for all this; 
nor why Churchmen ſhould not live there as well as 
others, and enjoy the common privileges of Chriſtians. 


I know no law of God or man that forbids it. Certain 
I am that Presbyterians are not ſcrupulous in making 
ſuch encroachments, (if indeed they ſhould be called ſo) 
in provinces where the Church of England is better eſta- 


bliſhed than Presbyterianiſm or Congregationaliſm is 
eſtabliſhed in New-England, and where there are fewer 
Diſſenters, than there are Churchmen in New-England. 
They alſo meet with a very different kind of treatment 
from what the miſſionaries meet with among thoſe: © who 
are the moſt virtuous, the molt religious people upon 


« the face of the earth.“ A few inſtances out of 


many that might be produced, will evince this. 

Mr. Davis, who was afterwards preſident of Prince- 
ton College in New-Jerſey, ſettled at Hanover in Virginia 
in the year 1748. In 1751 he publiſhed a Piece, ſetting 
forth the ſtate of religion among the Proteſtant Diffen- 
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ters in Virginia. Therein he declares, © there were not g. 
TEN Difſenters within an hundred miles of Hanover 
„ when he arrived there,” No inſtance can be pro- 
duced of any miſſionary's ſettlement in New-England, 
where the number of Churchmen was fo ſmall as fen. 
Several Presbyterian miniſters have lately ſettled in Ma- 
ryland. They are treated with tenderneſs, charity and 
| benevolence by the members of the CHURCH— 
and members who areas firmly attached to the CHURCH 
as any upon earth. I have it from the beſt and moſt in- 
dubitable authority, that Churchmen {ſubſcribe for the | 
ſupport of theſe Miniſters——that by far the greater 
part of their falaries comes from Churchmen ; and this 
in places where the eſtabliſhed Clergy are as worthy, pi- 
ous men, and as much eſteemed by their a as any 
miniſters on the continent. 
It would give me pleaſure to have it in my power to | 
ſay, t hat the ſociety's miſſionar ies have met with the ſame 
kind of treatment in New-England. Their treatment in 
general has been the reverſe of this. They have met | 
with great and undeſerved oppoſition ; and have been 
Injured not only in their character, but in their proper- | 
ty, on account of their religion. Perhaps Mr. Living- | 
ſton, may remember ſome inſtances of this himſelf; once 
eſpecially in a gallant exploit performed. by the ſtu- 
dents of Yale-College, in which he was more than a 
Jpeator. The ſcene of this noble action was a lot of 
ground in the town of New-Haven, which had been 
_ bequeathed to the CHURCH for the uſe of a miſſion- 
ary. There theſe magnanimous champions ſignalized 
themſelves; for once upon a time, quitting ſoft dalliance 
with the muſes, they roughened into ſons of Mars, and 
iſſuing forth in deep and firm array——with courage 
bold and undaunted, they not only attacked, but bravely 
routed a YOKE OF ox Ex, and a Poor Plowman, which 
had 


iQ 


ee DO oe a 


_ ny - * — 22 2” cure > arr 2 i — = — = Ie 1 | — 
- * 7 rn — „ ODE a I > 
— ads i ee 
. ! | e 
? : — 


— 


* 2 4 by Dr. Dede, 3 Te, 1 p. 596. 


( 41 ) 


Had been ſent by the then miſſionary of New-Haven, to 
_ occupy and plow up the ſaid lot of ground. An exploit 
truly worthy of the renowned Hud:braſs himſelf ! 


The Biſhop of Landaſf has ſaid nothing of the emi- 


grants fo New-England, but that they were conſcientious 


people had left their country on religious motives 
——and took effectual care to make proviſion for reli- 


gion. He neither charges them with negle& of ſuch 


proviſion, or of converting the Indians. Mr. Living- 


ſton, has fathered both on his Lordſhip; and as under 
the former head he emblazoned the virtues of the firſt 


emigrants to New-England, and their deſcendants to this 
day; ſo under the latter he celebrates their labours in 


Chriſtianizing heathens. With the help of Dr. Mather, 
Mr. Prince, Dr. Chauncey, &c. he makes out ſuch a 
pompous account, that a perſon would imagine the ad- 
venturers to New-England, and their poſterity ſince, have 
devoted rhemſel ves wholly to the converſion of Indians; 
and that there is not an Heathen, Ethnic, Pagan or 
Painim to be found © from Lake Superior to Penſacola. 


I am very ready to do juſtice to thoſe pious men in 


1 : New-England, who laboured in this good cauſe; and am 


as ready to acknowledge the ſucceſs their labours met 


with———tho' far ſhort of what were to be wiſhed, or 


of what Iam perſuaded, they deſired. And there would 


be no occaſion to ſay any thing on this head, if Mr. Li- 


ving ſton had not exalted the labours of thoſe men ſo 


much, and left his readers to imagine that nothing had 


been ever done by the ſociety towards the converſion of 
heathens, here or elſewhere. In truth he exaggerates 
things much; and upon a little inquiry it will be found 
there is no reaſon to ſound a trumpet on the occaſion. 
The adventurers to New-England have not much cauſe 


of boaſting, more than others; altho' they, and others, 
have made ſeveral laudable attempts that w 


. 

Ihe firſt ſettlement under a charter in nn 
was in the year 1620. And altho' the King in his char- 
| G 5 "0 | ter 


ter to the adventurers, declared 
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=< That to win and 
« incite the natives of that country to the knowledge 
« and obedience of the only true God, and Saviour of 
„ Mankind, was in his royal intention :” Yet very 
little was done towards converting the Indians until the 


year 1646; when Mr. Eliot, a worthy and pious man, 


with much pains learned the Indian language, and after- 


wards laboured very faithfully in this benevolent deſign. | 


T here was even 1n that colony a very great and inexcu- 


ſable neglect of this, until the year above mentioned. Mr. 

_ Hutchinſon, a very ſenſible hiſtorian, obſerves—* One pro- 
_ « feſled deſign of the colony charter, was the goſpelizing 
« the natives. The long neglect of any attempt this way, 
« caimot be excuſed. The Indians themſelves aſked 


« how it happened if Chriſtianity was of ſuch impor- 


A rance, that for ſix and twenty years together the Eng- 
lib had ſaid nothing to them about it.” + This was 
the more ſurpriſing as theſe people removed to America 


on religious motives, and were encouraged, and incited 


to convert the Indians by ſeveral members of the 
_ CHURCH. Mr. Neal tells us— 


| — That the pi- 
« ous Biſhop of Bath and Wells, Dr. Lake, who aſſiſted 


« with his counſels in ſettling the Maſſachuſetts colony, 
had this work, viz. the Chriſtianizing the Indians, ſo 
% much at heart, that he declared he would have gone 
« over, and begun it himſelf, had it not been for his 


« advanced age.” 


Alter ſeveral conferences held by Mr. Eier and 
other miniſters, with the Indians, an account of their 


ſucceſs was publiſhed in England, under this title- 


The day breaking, if not the ſun-riſing of the Go. 
MN 125 wy the Indians in New- . In 1649, an 
%%%; ⁰-MMK Poul ordinance 


=. Mr. Hurchinſon's $ Hiſt of Maſachuſers-Boy Vel. 
Lp; , 


$ Neal's 5 New: England, Pol. 1. p. 241, 242. 
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ordinance was paſſed by the parliament to incorporate 3 
ſociety for propagating Chriſtianity in Næro-England, and 
ſome collections were made in England to carry on the deſign. 
At the reſtoration, this ſociety's charter became void, 
and the eſtate they had acquired, which according to 
Mr. Neal, amounted to F. 322, per Ann. was forfeited. 
However by che inter poſiion of the Earl of Clarendon, 


and other men of intereſt, for the moſt part Church- 


men, their charter was renewed in 1661, and their eſ- 


tate confirmed to them. The great and good Mr, Ro- 
BERT BOYLE, was appointed governor of the ſociety at 


the ſame time; and continued in that place until his 


death, in 1691. 


Before this time, the mh in converting the In- 
dians was ſmall. The firſt Indian Church in Neꝛo-Eng- 


land, was formed, if Mr, Neal's account be true, only 
about the year 1660. X The collections in Exgland, 
alſo met with much oppoſition. Hugh Peters in particu- 
lar, a noted independent, and others in the ſame intereſt 


with him, diſcouraged them as much as they could. 
But when this ſecond charter was procured, and Mr. 
Boyle, who was zealous in promoting every good deſign 
of this ſort, was placed at the head of the ſociety, their 


affairs went on much better. Mr. Boyle himſelf gave 


J. 400 for carrying on the deſign; and ſince he and o- 


ther Churchmen were among the principal contributors 
toward the expence of this buſineſs, and their contributions 
as well as influence were greatly inſtrumental in effecting 


the converſion of the Indians of New-England, they cer- 


tainly ought to ſhare the praiſe and merit of carrying on 
ſo pious and laudable a work. 


That many Indians were brought over to profeſs the 


Goſpel in that province, appears from the different ac-- 


counts that have been tranſmitted to us ———bur it is 
too true, that altho* there were e ſeveral pious and good 
Chriſtians 


Neal „Hiſt. Vol L, p. IT Mr. Hutchinſon ſays there Was 


2 x Church Sy at a place called Natick, in 1651, 


— . ————— ND I 8 
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«tho? Vineyard and Nantucket. 


for what I have often heard remarked- 
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only nominal converts. 


violent propenſity to drinking and indulged it, which 
Joined to the indolent life they led, reduced their num- 


* 


Chriſtians among thoſe converts, yet they generality were 


They generally retained their 


ber ſo much, that moſt of the tribes are now totally ex- 


tinct. 


Lets and Plimouth extinct, except at Maſhapee, Mar- 


The Indians, /ays Mr, Hutchinſon, are waſted, 
* and their tribes or nations every where in Maſſachu- 


At the former of theſe 


places are about 80 families; at the ſecond, about as 


« moved ſome years ago from Hudſon's River, and known 


not aſcertain. 
They are. extremely addicted to 


= many; and at the third, only 15 families, Theſe, be- 
« ſides a tribe conſiſting of about 70 families which re- 


E by the name of Houſſatonick, or Stockbridge Indians, with 
"MS few ſcattered families here and there about the pro- 
vince, are all the Indians at preſent in Maſſachuſetts- | 
ce Bay. 7+ = 

What the number of 1 in Connecticut is, 1 can- 


But from the beſt accounts, it appears to 
be inconſiderable. 


drunkenneſs, by which they are continually decreaſing; 
and very few of them have any ſenſe of religion. The 


miniſters who Were employed in converting the Indians 


in New-England, are by no means to blame, for the 
ſtrong attachment of their converts, or of other Indians 
to ſpirituous liquors. No doubt they remonſtrated a- 
gainſt it, and endeavoured to check it as much as they 


could, But notwithſtauding, their eaſy acceſs to ſtrong 
liquor, and conſtant abuſe of it, gave too much reaſon 


“ That the 
Neo- England Rum and Cyder, killed more Indians, 


than ever the New-England miniſters truly converted.” 
Perhaps the following anecdote, which I have received 
from good , may ſerve to give the reader a 
5 DELEE 


— 


Note. 


+ Hurchinſon's H. . Maſfach, = 1. . PRE in the 


F 


' better idea of this matter. An Indian, who was made 
eacon by the pious and worthy Mr. Eliot, had often 
got drunk, for which Mr. Eliot as oſten reproved him. 


Once in particular when he had been very much intoxi- 
cated with liquor for a whole week, Mr. Eliot repri- 


manded him ſeverely, and laid before pin the heinouſ- 

2 neſs of his crime. The Indian Deacon liſtened with 

7. great temper to the good man's diſcourſe, until it was end- 
fe ed; when he aſked Mr. Eliot very gravely —* Wwhe- 
1 cher loving our enemies did not make good Chriſtian?“ 
„„ To which Mr. Eliot replied in the affirmative. Then 
8 « lam very good Chriſtian,” anſwered the Deacon; 
m | for Rum is my worſt enemy; and yet I love it as dear 
th as my very ſoul,” clapping his hand 8 28 his breaſt 8 
os. with violence. 
„As to the number of difſenting mitifters now employ- 
Ind among the Indians in Neæro-England, and mentioned 
n. by Mr. Living ſton, I have only to ſay, that we might 
to [| reaſonably expect it to have been much greater; con- 
to DK fidering what he aſſerts as 4 a matter of fact which may 

; 5 be depended on, ”? VIZ. ® That there are now within 
je © the bounds of New-England, not leſs than five Hun- 
nus © dred and fifty, miniſters of the Presbyterian and con- 
1e „ gregational perſuaſion.” * From ſuch a number of 
8 miniſters in a place where the commiſſioners of a ſociety on 
„ pur poſe to propagate Chriſtianity among the Indians reſide, 
y I am aſtoniſhed that more miſſionaries are not ſent among 
g them, and that more is not done towards their converſion. 
n 1 queſtion much whether there be many more than 
2 half that number, of Clergymen of the CHURCH of 
8, England, (if ſo many) in all the wide extended continent 
18 of America; and yet it is more than probable the number 
4 Þ of CHURCH-MEN i is not much inferior to that of Eng- 
a % Presbyterians and Congregationaliſts, taking one 
r Province with another, Where there is ſo great a diſ—- 
— . . „ 5 Feuern 
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proportion in number between the Clergy and Laity, it 


it to be wondered at that ſo few are ſpared to go among f gy | 
the Indians! 14 


The venerable ſociety for the propagation of the 2 
Goſpel i in foreign parts, have always been attentive toe 18 
the ſtate of the Heathens, both Indians and Negroes, N 


and have done much for their converſion; altho? they are 
not expreſsly mentioned in their Charter. I have not 
time to give an exact detail of what the ſociety have 
done in this matter; but I ſhall mention a few particy- al 
lars, by which Mr. Living /ton's accuſation againſt them my | 
on this head, will appear to be as groundleſs as any in a2 
ae,, a . 
In the Year 1702, Mr, Thema was ſent miſſionary ME” 0 
to the Tammyſee Indians in South-Carolina; but an Indian Pen P 
war which broke out ſoon after his arrival, prevented n 
him from proſecuting his deſign among the Savages. 

In conſequence of ſeveral repreſentations that the 
Iroquois, or as they are uſually call the Hve-Nations, 
* were deſirous of having miniſters to inſtruct them in 
the principles of Chriſtianity, the ſociety ſent Mr. 
Moor, miſſionary to thoſe Indians in 1704. Mr. Moor was 
a very pious, worthy man, and had the propagation of 
the Goſpel among the Indians very much at heart. But 
thro? the practices of ſome French Jeſuits, and ſome 11 
other unhappy circumſtances, Mr. Mvor, after living 4 
almoſt a year at Albany, and the two Mohawk caſtles, 2 
was obliged to deſiſt for the preſent from his deſign. He - 

embarked ſoon after for England; but was never heard b 


of 


y oth 
dlans f. 
other a 


AY AN 
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* Originally FB were but: Bee e nations 
pr Tribes which were joined together in a league or covenant, 
v. the Mohawks, the Oneidoes, the Onondagas, the 
Cayugas and Sennecas. Afterwards the Tuſcaroras were 
reckoned a ſixth Nation, and in 172 3, the Necarlages 
dere recerved as a ſexenth Nation. 
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among f afterwards, the ſhip having foundered at ſea, and 
very creature on board periſhed. 

the The ſociety before this, had made conſiderable preſents 
ve tolo Mr. Lydius, the Dutch miniſter at Albany, who was 


epreſented, by Robert Livingſton, Eſq; (Secretary for 
Indian affairs, who correſponded with the ſociety,) and 


> not y others, as having contributed much to give the In- 
have Wians favourable impreſſions of Chriſtianity. There were 
ticy. ther Dutch miniſters who partook of their bounty a- 


bout that time on the ſame account; and the ſociety of- 
fered to employ one or two of them as miſhonaries to 
the Indians, but they declined it. Probably the diffi- 
culty of the undertaking at that juncture, and the little 
proſpect there was of ſucceſs, deterred them. + 

In 1709, the ſociety appointed Mr. Barclay, then 
Chaplain to the garriſon at A/bany, their miſſionary and 


the ſchool-maſter, with directions to inſtruct the neighbour- 
27s ing Indians in the Chriſtian faith. The ſame year, four 
of Iroquois Sachems went to England, and among other 
Mr. Ws requeſted the Queen, that miniſters might be 
vas ſent to inſtruct their people in the principles of Chriſti- 
of anity. The Queen referred the buſineſs of chooſing a 

zut miſſionary to che ſociety, who accordingly appointed 
me Mr. Andrews, a perſon well recommended and well 
ng qualified for the office, to be miſſionary; one Clauſen, 
es, who underſtood the Indian language, was appointed In- 
5 terpreter to Mr. Andrews ; and Mr. Oliver, was fixed 
ed upon as ſchool-maſter, to the Mobaw#s. Each of theſe 
0 had a conſicerable ſalary from the Society. 

2 Mr. Andrews arrived at New-York in 1712, and pro- 

5 ceeded thence to Albany, where he was met by many of 
7 the Indian Sachems, and received with great joy by all 
2 the Indians. He reſided at the Mohawt's fort, where 
4 he entered upon his duty, and diſcharged it with 2 
8 5 . . 8 20a 


+ Humph. Hi 12 1 chap. xi. Al 2 the Account s 
the Society 2 iſhed in 1706. p. 42 56. 
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proportion in number between the Clergy and Laity, is 
it to be wondered at that ſo few are ſpared to go among 
the Indians? 

The venerable ſociety for the propagation of the 
Goſpel in foreign parts, have always been attentive to 
the ſtate of the Heathens, both Indians and Negroes, 
and have done much for their converſion; altho? they are 
not expreſsly mentioned in their Charter. I have not 
time to give an exact detail of what the ſociety have 
done in this matter; but I ſhall mention a few particy- 
lars, by which Mr. Living ſton's accuſation againſt them 
on this head, will e © be as e as any in 
his Letter. 

In the Year 1702, Mr, Thomas was ſent miſſionary 
to the Tammoſce Indians in South-Carolina ; but an Indian 
war which broke out ſoon after his arrival, prevented 
him from proſecuting his deſign among the Savages. 

In conſequence of ſeveral repreſentations that the 
Troqueis, or as they are uſually call the Five-Nations, 
* were deſirous of having miniſters to inſtruct them in 
the principles of Chriſtianity, the ſociety ſent Mr. 
Meor, miſſionary to thoſe Indians in 1704. Mr. Moor was 
a very pious, worthy man, and had the propagation of 
the Goſpel among the Indians very much at heart. But 
thro? the practices of ſome French Jeſuits, and ſome 
other unhappy circumſtances, Mr. Mor, after living 
almoſt a year at Albany, and the two Mohawk caſtles, 
Fas obliged to deſiſt for the preſent from his deſign. He 
embarked ſoon after for England; but was never heard 


of 
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25 Originally there were Tut five confederate nations 
gr Tribes which were joined together in a league or covenant, 
512. the Mohawks, the Oneidoes, the Onondagas, the 
Cayugas and Sennecas. Afterwards the Tuſcaroras were 
reckoned a ſixth Nation, and in 1723, the Necariages 
Were received as a ſeventh Nation. 
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of afterwards, the ſhip having foundered at ſea, and 
every creature on board periſhed. 
The ſociety before this, had made conſiderable preſents: 
to Mr. Lydius, the Dutch miniſter at Albany, who was 
roes, repreſented, by Nobert Livingſton, Eſq; (Secretary for 
are Indian affairs, who correſponded with the fociety,) and 
not by others, as having contributed much to give the In- 
ye dians favourable impreſſions of Chriſtianity. There were 
icu- other Dutch miniſters who partook of their bounty a- 
em bout that time on the ſame account; and the ſociety of- 
in fered to employ one or two of them as miſſionaries to 
the Indians, but they declined it. Probably the diffi- 
ary culty of the undertaking at that juncture, and the little 
lan proſpect there was of ſucceſs, deterred them. + 


ted In 1709, the ſociety appointed Mr. Barclay, then 
I Chaplain to the garriſon at A/bany,. their miſſionary and 
he ſchool-maſter, with directions to inſtruct the neighbour- 
ns, ing Indians in the Chriſtian faith. The fame year, four 
in” Þ Iroquois Sachems went to England, and among other 
lr. things, requeſted the Queen, that miniſters might be 
as ſent to inſtruct their people in the principles of Chriſti- 
of anity. The Queen referred the buſineſs of chooſing a 
Ut miſſionary to the ſociety, who accordingly appointed 
\« Mr. Andrews, a perſon well recommended and well 
8 qualified for the office, to be miſſionary; one Clauſen, 
b who underſtood the Indian language, was appointed In- 
4 terpreter to Mr. Andrews ; and Mr. Oliver, was fixed 
4 upon as ſchool-maſter, to the Mohawts. Each of cheſe 
f had a conſiverable ſalary from the Society. 
£ Mr. Andrews arrived at New-York in 1712, and pro- 
: ceeded thence to Albany, where he was met by many of 
| the Indian Sachems, and received with great joy by all 
8 the Indians. He reſided at the Mohaw#'s fort, where 
15 he entered upon his duty, and eee it with much 


—— 


+ Fes FT 7 758 xi, Al lo ihe Accunt a 
the Society publi iſned in 1706. p. 42,.—56. 


zeal, 


„ 3 
zeal, fidelity and ſucceſs for ſeveral years. Mr. Oliver, 
alſo opened his ſchool, but the Indians would by. no 
means permit their Children to learn Engliſh. The So- 
ciety therefore procured primers, and ſome other ſmall 
books in the Indian language, which they were taught 
to read. One method by which Mr. A?drews allured 
the children to learn, was by giving victuals to ſuch as 
attended ſchool, and in proportion to their diligence. 

In order to forward the inſtruction of the Indians by 
Mr. Andrews, the ſociety cauſed the Morning and Even- 
ing Service, the Litany and Church-Catechiſm, with 
proper Leſſons out of the Old and New Teſtament; 


al ſo family prayers to be printed at New-York, in the | 


Mohawk language, which is generally underſtood by 
the fve Nations, They had been tranſlated into that 


language ſome years before by Mr. Freeman, a very 
worthy Dutch miniſter, 


Mr. Andrews, made frequent viſits to other Indian na- « 7; 


tions beſides the Mohawks; 


particularly the Oneidoes, | 


many of whom embraced Chriſtianity, and were bap⸗- « C 
tized. Matters went on very well with this gentleman 3 


in his laborious miſſion, until ſome emiſſaries from 
bec, infuſed prejudicies into the Indians againſt the Eng- 
told them the Engliſb only waited an opportu- | 


liſh— 
nity to cut all the Indians off, and take poſſeſſion of their 
lands. To confirm this, they ſaid, that the Engliſb when 
they had lately attacked Quebec, left ſome papers be- 
hind them, by which it appeared that this was their 
deſign. After this, the Indians only mocked at Mr. An- 
_ drews when he talked to them of religion they 


| forbade him to come to their places of abode, and would 


not permit their children to go to ſchool. 


When things came to this ſtate, Mr. Andrews had no 


proſpect of doing any further good among the Indians. 


Of this he gave the ſociety information, who received 
the account with much concern. 


Gcvernor Hunter, in 
1718, wrote to the ſociety, and confirmed what Mr. 


Andrews 


Indians 
= <« reſpet— 
"Ke Can 
( ren of them to the communion and baptized three of : 
= © their children.“? 


been educated at Tale College 
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W had ſaid of the Indians“ That the want 
« of ſucceſs was not owing to any want of care or atten- 
dance in Mr. Anarezvs, that he ſpared no 
« pains; and his piety and regularity were exemplary; 
« but that his complaints of the Indians were true and 
« well founded.” The ſociety, with much Eton 
put an end to this expenſive miſſion in 1719. 

Mindtul however of that advice, not to h weary in 
zwell doing, the ſociety reſolved to make other attempts 
to Chriſtianize the Troquozs, Accordingly, when by a 
continuance of peace and a friendly intercourſe for ſome 
years, there was a proſpect of ſucceſs, the ſociety ap- 
pointed Mr. Miin, who had been well recommended to 
them, to be their miſſionary at Albany, with directions 


to viſit the Indians, and ſee what marks of Chriſtianity 
_ were left among them. The ſociety had the ſatisfaction 


to be informed by Mr. Min, in a letter dated Nov. 3, 
1729, © Thar he had frequently viſited the Mohawk 
-was received with much kindneſs and 
found many of them well grounded in 
and after proper inſtructions, received 


Encouraged by this, and Ae Apnoe which appear- 


ed in the Indians from year to year, to embrace the Goſ- 


pel, the ſociety thought proper to appoint Mr. Henry 
Barclay, (afterwards Dr, Barclay, the late very worthy 
rector of Trinity Church in New-Tork) to. be Catechiſt 5 
to the Mohawts in the year 1735. : 

Mr. Barclay was not then in holy orders. He bad 
Was a moſt promiſing 
young man, and remarkably pious from his early youth. 


He was not only ſtrictly virtuous in his life, but he had 


a ſeriouſneſs, a ſenſe of religion and a zeal to promote it 


among others, that are rarely found in ps of his age. 


| | ba, . | La Even : 


_——_— 


* See Humph, ibid, a ah the ring 5  abſtrad for I 740. 
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Even before he entered the College, he devoted himſelf 
to the ſervice of religion, and had determined to attempt 
the revival of the Mohawk miſſion, & which had been 
ſuſpended on account of the difficulties and obſtructions 
already mentioned. His diſpoſition was moſt amiable— 
his temper the woſt even, ſuch as ſcarce any accident 
could ruffle. Mild, affable, benevolent, humble and con- 
deſcending to all, there was a ſweetneſs ! in his manner 
which gained the love of his acquaintance; and yet a 
dignity which commanded reſpect. To all this was joined 


an invincible patience, conſtancy and reſolution in the 
diſcharge of his duty. 


Such was the character, and ſuch the qualifica- |} 


tions of Me. Barclay. He ſeemed to be formed for the 
arduous undertaking of conyerting ſavages. His patience, 


and gentleneſs of manners contributed much to ſoften 


their ſavage temper, and give weight to the inſtructions 
he delivered. He ſet about the office of Catechiſt with 
great earneſtneſs. In leſs than two years he made him- 


ſelf maſter in a good degree of the Mohawk language. 
The Indians conſtantly attended divine ſervice and fer? Mt 


mons, which he read to them in their own tongue. He 
kept a Catechetical ſchool in the evenings, at which both 
old and young attended; which had ſo good an effect, 


that towards the end of the year 1736, he taught no | 


leſs than forty young Mohawks to read and write; and 
there were then but three or four adult Indians unbaptized 


at the fort. The reader may judge what diligence and 
labour were neceſſary to effect n and what difficulties 


he muſt have encountered. 
In 1737, Mr. Barclay went to England for holy or- 


ders, and was appointed the ſociety's mithonary to Alba- 
u and the Mah N The poor Indians received 


Mr. 


ry” : This Dr. Py himſelf py in bis Letter to Mr. 
Apthorp, written An. Dom. 1763. See Mr. Apthorp's 


Review / Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. p. 3034. 
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Mr. Barclay, at his return, with the utmoſt gladneſs, 


even with tears of Joy. Ina letter dated Nov, 
10, 1738, he informed the Society —<« That a 


daily reformation of manners grew among the Me- 
« hawks, and an increaſe of virtue proportionable to 
their knowledge; inſomuch that they compoſed à re- 


* gular, ſober congregation of FIVE HUNDRED Chril- 
x tian Indians, of whom FirTy were very ſerious com- 
„ municants.” 

In 1740, a league of friendſhip was renewed with dis 
Iroquois, when Mr. Barclay, in preſence of the Gover- 


nor and Council, who attended there on the occaſion, 


preached in the Indian language toa great number of the 


confederate Indians, and was well underſtood by them all. 


The Mhawts made their reſponſes ſo exactly, and be- 
haved ſo devoutly, that all the reſt of the congregation 


were agrecably {urpriſed. Mr. Barclay begged leave of 
the ſociety this year to appoint Indian ſchoolmaſters to 


teach their youth to read their own language; there 
being ſeveral Indians well qualified for that office, * 

In 1742, the Whole tribe of Mohacots, except two or 
three who remained unbaptized, regularly. attended rhe 
ordinances of religion, as adminiſtred in the Church of 
England. This year Mr. Barclay appointed Mohawk 


ſchool-maſters at their two towns; viz. Cornelius, a 
ſachem, at the upper town; and one Daniel at the lower 


town, each of them having a ſalary from the ſociety 


they were very diligent, and taught the young Mohawks 
with ſurpriſing ſucceſs. 


In the mean time Mr. Barclay 
invited the Oneida Indians to Chriſtianity, and exerted 


himſelf to bring them over to the faith, they being well 


diſpoſed to receive inſtruction, And beſides thoſe Indians 


already mentioned, there was a tribe at a place called 
=; chquaga, which had frequent intercourſe with the 


_ Mobawks, 


4 See the Abſtraf 7 the Society s «preceding 0 for 1 140, 
* goctety's Abſtract for 1741. 
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Mohawks, and were by Mr. Barclay's means brought 
over to Chriſtianity, 


This gentleman gained a ſurpriſing nfluejce over the 


Indians; of which we can have no ſtronger proof than 


this, that he prevailed on them to lay aſide their drunk- 
enneſs the vice to which they are moſt addicted of 
any. This he effected by threatening to leave them, if 


they did not reform this vice, and they were ſo very fond 


of him, that rather than part with him they would re- 


fain from liquor, when no other argument or conſidera- 


tion could have the leaſt effect or weight with them. 
The honourable Mr. Colden, who has written the Hiſtory 


of the frve Nations, and was an eye witneſs, makes men- 


tion of ihis; and in the introduction to that Hiſtory, I 
find an extract of a letter from Mr. Barclay to him, dated 
i Decemb. 1741, which ſets this and ſome other particulars 


concerning the Indians in ſo juſt a light, that I will here 
tranſcribe part of it Drunkenneſs, /ays he was ſo com- 


mon“ among the Indians, that I doubt whether there 


« wasone grown perſon of either ſex, free from it; ſeldom 


aA day paſſed, without ſome, and very often forty or 
« fiity being drunk at a time. But I found they were 


Cc 


“ purpoſe ; daily threatening them with my departure in 


8 they did not for ſake that vice, and frequently re- 


* quiring a particular promiſe from them ſingly ; by 
* which means (thro' God's Bleſſing) there was a gradu- 


': 6 al reformation; and I know not that I have ſeen above 


ten or twelve perſons drunk among them this ſummer. 


* The women are almoſt all entirely reformed, and 


* me men very much. They have entirely left off di- 


. Forces, and are legally married. They are very con- 


„ant and devout at Church: and family devotions.” X— 


- PF 
— — "Mins * * 
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very fond of keeping me among them, and afraid 1 4 
„ ſhould leave them, which I made uſe of to good | 
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attended this miſſion. | 
ple compenſation by the venerable ſociety for their ex- 
pences, and by their worthy mittonary for his labours. 


hawks. 


ally harrafſing our frontiers— 
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In the year 1744, Mr. Barclay's Indian communi- 
cants increaſed to upwards of s1xTY; and the Indian 
ſchools were in a flouriſhing condition. I ſhall not fur- 
ther enlarge on the labours of this pious and good man 
the fatigue, the perils, the hardſhips, perplexities and 
many difficulties he underwent and had to ſtruggle with 

nor mention the prodigious expence to the ſocie- 
ty in ſalaries, Books and other incidental charges which 
The ſucceſs was deemed an am- 


In this channel matters went on, until a war hav- 


ing broke out between England and France, the French, 


as formerly, ſet their emiſſar ies to work, among the M- 
Five or fix Indians of the upper town, who 
were bribed for the purpoſe, joined the French emiſſa- 
ries; and once in the dead of the night alarmed the In- 
dians with an account that the Engliſh were coming to 
cut them all in pieces; which drove the poor affrighted 
creatures into the woods, whither Mr. Barclay went af- 
ter them, and endeavoured to perſuade. rhem of the 


falſhood of the report, and the groundleſsneſs of their 
fears. 


laid that Mr. Barclay, notwithſtanding his feeming af- 


But the Indians who were bribed, ſtood ro it, and 


fection, was the contriver of the plot, and in league 


with the devil, who was the author of the books which 


he had given them. * 
This tumult was in - Toa meaſure appeaſed for the 


preſent; tho? the emiſſaries from Canada, had but too 


much . in their machinations. Vet notwithſtand- 
ing all the diſcouragements this worthy gentleman had 


to encounter in theſe circumſtances, he continued among 


the Indians until 1745, when the French Indians came 
to an open rupture with ours, and en were continu- 
burning houſes 

murdering, 


— 
— 


2 


* Society s Abſtra for the year 1745. 
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murdering, ſcalping or taking our people priſoners. 


The country all round the Mohawtks became a ſcene of 
deſolation, cruelty and horror; and while matters were 


in this ſituation, Mr. Barclay received news that he was 
elected rector of Trinity- Church in Nevv- T ork, in the 


room of Mr. Veſey, then lately deceaſed. And as there 


was no proſpect of being ſerviceable to the Indians for 
the preſent, and he could not, without manifeſt danger 


of his life, continue among them longer, after ſome de- 


liberation, he ar laſt concluded to remove to New-T or. 
But altho? he removed, yet his care was not with- 


drawn from the Indians. He frequently entertained and 


converſed with the ſachems, whoſe promiſe he engaged 
that they would endeavour to keep up a ſenſe of religi- 


on among their countrymen, until they were in ſuch a 


ſituation that a miſſionary could reſide among them. Ac- 
cordingly, Abraham, a ſachem, who was a pious, exem- 
plary Chriſtian, read prayers conſtantly during the war, 


to ſuch as could attend; and his ſon Petrus Paulus, the 
ſociety's ſchool-maſter, taught the children to read and |” 


Write. Mr. Oel, a German Clergyman, who had ſet- 


tled in that country many years before, officiated to the 
Indians occaſionally, as circumſtances would permit; for 


which he was handſomely rewarded by the ſociety, and 
afterwards taken into their ſervice. 


Here we find there was a Congregation of Chriſtia- 
nized Indians, conſiſting of no leſs than FIVE HUNDRED 
Perſons of whom upwards of s1xTY were regular 
Communicants, beſides thoſe which were at Uchquaga. 


\ Theſe, to uſe Dr. Chauncey's words, © knew no God, 


* beſides the ever living Lord Jehovah, and ſtatedly 
„ paid worſhip to him thro? the one mediator, Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” When this ſtriking inſtance of the ſociety's 


care and ſucceſs in converting heathens was in the pro- 


vince of New-York, where Mr. Living ſton lives, let the 
reader judge with what truth and candour he affirms— 


That the ſociety. have notoriouſly failed in Chr iſtiani- 
* zing 


2 concerning Mr. Barclay, that he had been— 


 perchance there ſhould be another, will I hope be pleaſed 


(88-3 
« zing aboriginal Indians, or ſubſerving the cauſe of 
« Chriſtianity in any other ſenſe, except epiſcopizing 
« Difſenters.” This He ſays Truth and fact ſay 
otherwiſe —the reader will not bear any loſs which to 
believe. * 
The worthy Dr. Barclay's labours among the Indians 


have been miſrepreſented not long ſince, as if they had 
not been ſucceſsful. The above particulars will ſerve 
to confute the calumny, as well as Mr. Living/ton's Aſ- 


ſertion. They may alſo help to diſcover with what ſpi- 


flit a late Hiſtory of New-York was written; + the author 


of which, altho' he is obliged to plead *« the indefeaſible 


K Tight of his profeſſion, founded upon immemorial pre- 
© © ſcription for being too verboſe”: 


altho' his Ver- 
boſity is diſcovered in drawing the characters of the 


Peresbyterian miniſters of New-Tork, and in the profuſion 


of praiſes he beſtows on them: Yet when ſpeaking of 


= © the Revd Mr. Henry Barclay, rector of Trinity Church,” 
he is not in the leaſt verboſe. He is ſuch a niggard of 


his words that he can only give us this pitiful information 
« for- 
merly a miſhonary to the Mahawts.” It was ach more 
conſiſtent with the apparent deſign of that hiſtory to tell 
the world that © Mr. Barclay, as rector received g. 1o a 


year, levied upon all the other Clergy and laity in the 


* city, by virtue of an act of aſſembly procured by 
« Governor Fletcher.” or to give this important piece of 
intelligence, that- the tops of the pillars, which 
« {ſupport the galleries in Trinity Church, are decked 
„ with the gilt buſts of Angels winged, and the alleys 


« pared With: flat ſtones: 7 'S Than to place the good Dr. 


en, 5 


"IS T he Hr 2 fa the Frome 175 New-York, by Wi- ” 
LIAM DOMITH, A. M. 
$& This Gentleman in the next edition of his Hiſtory, if 


to 
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Barclays character in a juſt light before his readers, or 

to mention his labours and ſucceſs among the Indians. 
Impartiality and candour are qualities effentially ne- 
ceſſary in a good hiſtorian. The hiſtory, in which a 
due regard is paid to theſe, and to truth, will be read, 
and will be eſteemed ; whilſt ſuch as breathe a contrary 
ſpirit, and are intended juſt to ſerve a party, will be 


e and deſpiſed.—— But to proceed with the 


Mohawk miſſion. 


In 1750 Mr. Ogilvie was appointed the Siet) s miſ- 


ſionary to Albany and the Mohacot Indians. Their num- 


ber was conſiderably diminiſhed ſince Dr. Barclay had 


left them ſeveral were carried olt by ſickneſs 


others had gone over to the Hench intereſt, the whole 
amounted to FOUR HUN DRED and EIGHTEEN of wh-m 


FIFTY Two were communicants. At Uchquaga, there 


were upwards of oNE HUNDRED Indians, and among them 


more than TWENTY communicants. Mr. Og:fore is ſtill 
alive, and his character well known. For ieveral years 


he laboured indefatigably and ſucceſsfully in that miſ- 


fion ; and during that-time baptized, at the loweſt com- 
putation, 34 Indian children, one year with another, be- 
ſides adults. In 1755 a war with France commenced, which | 
threw many obſtructions in his way; and altho' Mr. Ogl- , Þ 


vie was afterwards called away on his Majeſty's ſervice, 


yet the Indians accompanied him, and he Gſcharged the 


duries of a paſtor to them. 

It ſhould be obſerved that the Mohawks, who were 
Chriſtianized and thereby ſecured to our Intereſt by the 
ſociety, continued our firm allies during the late war. 
Indeed they were the only Indians that were faithful to 


us; . 


— 


to inform his readers— unbether thre are e any Scrapers 
at the Doors of Trinity Church, or whether the ſpire has 


got a Weather-Cock ; with other particulars equally 200 


thy the publick's attention, and the A of Hiſtory with 
the above. 
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4 
us; and they contributed much to our ſucceſs. In that 
memorable engagement, ſo intereſting to Britiſh America 
when Sir William Johnſon defeated baron Diſteau, the 
Mohawks were greatly inſtrumental in bringing victory to 
our fide. No leſs than sz VEN Sachems, all Communicants 
of the Church of England, beſides a much greater number 
of inferior note, fell in that action. Among the former 


was the gallant Sachem, Hendrick, Who died, fighting 
bravely in the cauſe of Britain. 


Thoſe wi ſurvived 
the carnage of that day, were concerned in almoſt every 
action that followed until the concluſion of the war; 


and ſo many were cut off from time to time, that this 


warlike tribe, once very numerous, is now reduced to a 


mere handful. And it may with truth be faid that the 


ſociety have contributed more to the Intereſt of the 
Britiſh nation in general, by ſecuring the friendſhip of 

thoſe brave a than all the New-England ſocieties, 
and miſſionaries, with that train of converts which make 
ſuch a pompous figure in Mr. Living ſton' s account. 
At preſent, Mr Oel, and Paulus an Indian ſchool-maſs 


ter are employed by the ſociety, to inſtru and other- 


wiſe take care of thoſe Mohawtks that ſtill remain. By 
the advice of Sir William Johnſon, the ſociety propoſe, 
as ſoon as proper perſons for the purpoſe can be procured, 
to open two Indian miſſions, and feyeral Indian ſchools, 
for the benefit of the Uneidaes, $ and converſion of the 
1 Jeneras 


4 Þ 4 the . Dejes of the ow Hendrick, both _e_-- 


and the other Sachems, and Indians who were Communi- 


cants, recerved the Sacrament from Mr. Ogilvie, on that 


Day they ſet out from Albany to engage the French under 


Baron Diſkeau; and during the whole War, the Indians 
regularly attended divine Service and Sermon in their own. 
Language, after Mr. Ogilvie had officiated in Englith fo 
the Regiment of which he was Chaplain. 

J The Oneidacs are all Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and 


Were 
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Senecas, Who are very numerous. Sir Milliam intereſts 
himſelf warmly in this benevolent, important ſcheme; 
in the whole of which the ſociety have readily and 
cheerfully concurred, on his firſt propoſing it. His 
known abilities, and thorough acquaintance with Indian 
affairs, qualify him to judge of the proper meaſures to 
be purſued; and as his influence over the ſavages is very 
great, there i is reaſon to hope, that, with the divine bleſ- 
ſing, this deſign will be attended with ſucceſs. 


From that worthy gentleman we may alſo expect ſuch 


. regulations as will conduce in time to civilize the Indians 
reduce them from their preſent vagrant li fe and rude 


manners, to a ſettled life, to the uſe of agriculture, and 
knowledge of arts and ſciences. It is the: general opini- i 


on of all who have conſidered the ſubject, that this is 
previouſly neceſſary to the thorough converſion of the 
American ſavages; and as it is a matter of great impor- 


| tance, it is well worthy the attention of the legiſlature. 


No time ſince the firſt diſcovery of America, has been 


more favourable for 1 ſuch a ſcheme, than the 
preſent. 


I ſhall now briefly 1 recite ſome other attempts ks by = 
the venerable ſociety ro Chriſtianize Heathens. Their 

attention has not been confined to the ſavages of the | 
| Northern parts of America. In 1739, the Moskito Indians 


applied to Mr. Trelawney, governor of Jamaica, for Mi- 


niſters to inſtruct them. Upon information of this, and 


that 
were ah pray by T7 TT Tanaris This Ma- 


tion came regularly twice a Year to the German Flats, to re- 
ceive the Lord's Supper, and have their Children baptized 


<ohilſt Mr. Ogilvie was Miſſionary to the Mohawks. They 


alſo frequently attended divine ſervice at the Mohawk 
Church. In 1760, the Sachems of this Nation requeſted 
General Amherſt, that Mr. Ogilvie, might baptize ſeveral 


Perſons who had been previouſly inſtrudted by a pious Indian; 


upon which occaſion he baptized 13 Indian Adults, and 7 
Indian Children. | 


1s 


C39 J 
that no aſſiſtance was to be expected from Jamaica, the 


ſociety appointed Mr. Prince, a gentleman of America, 
who had been recommended and was well qualified for 


the purpoſe, to be their miſſionary to thoſe Indians, Af- 


ter he was ordained in Eng/and, he wentto Jamaica; but 


unfortunately died in his way from thence to the place of 


his deſtination, The ſociety ordered another to be pro- 
vided, but none could be got. * 
In 1751, the ſociety ſent a very worthy miſſionary, 


Mr. Thompſon, to inſtruct the Negroes in Africa. He 


continued there ve years and then returned to England 
on account of his health. Before Mr. Thompſon left 
Africa, he ſent to the ſociety three Negro Boys of good 


families, to be educated under their direction. One of 


theſe died ſoon after. The other two were maintained 
at no ſmall expence by the ſociety, and taught whatever 


would fit them to propagate Chriſtianity in their native 
tt 8 
One of them, called Philip Quaque, was ordained in 
1765, and ſent as miſſionary, catechiſt and ſchool-maſter 
to the Gold- Coaſt. I have ſeen ſeveral of his letters; and 


he appears to be a pious and ſenſible man. In his letter 
to the ſociety, dated Feb. 28, 1766, he informed them 
That the people were continually coming to 
« him to know when he would open his ſchool, that 
they might bring their children to be inſtructed, and 
« expreſled great ſatisfaction that he was at laſt come 


among them, to ſhew them the way to eternal life. 
He aſſured the ſociety that he would, by the Grace of 


« God, take care to diſcharge his truſt with fidelity; 

“ and hoped the Almighty would influence his heart, 

« inſpire him with true zeal, and make him a happy 
« jnſtrument 


7— — 


* See a moſt excellent, candid and judicious Pamphlet, 

antitled——an AnswER To DR. Marntw's OBSER- 

VATIONS. p. 44, 45. Lond. Edit. 1764. | 5 
$ ibid. p. 49. 
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« inſtrument in converting many who have hitherto 
« wanted the means of inſtruction.” © 

The ſociety have given inſtructions to their miſſiona- 
ries from time to time, © That as far as their circum- 
« ſtances rendered it practicable, they would embrace 
every opportunity off exerting their beſt endeayours 


“ for the converſion of the Indians to the Chriſtian 


„ Faith.” Many attempts in this way have been made 
by their miſſionaries, and ſome of them with ſucceſs, as 


appears by different abſtracts of the ſociety's proceedings; 
but I am ſorry to ſay that the miſhonaries have ſome- 
times met with oppoſition from Diſſenters, whilſt proſe- 
cuting this benevolent deſign ; tho? I hope there are not 


many ſuch inſtances. Mr, Beach, the ſociety's very 
worthy miſſionary at Newtown in Connecticut, complained, 
that his endeayours to Chriſtianize ſome Indians in his 


neighbourhood, were fruſtrated by the Diſſenters pre- 
judicing the ſavages againſt him. + | a 
The ſociety alſo give ſtri&t charge to their miſhona- 


ries to uſe all diligence to inſtruct Negroes, within their 


reſpective miſſions, in the principles of Chriſtianity, 


They appointed Catechiſts in New-York, and Philadel- 
ph1a, for the Negroes, who are well known to have 


been of very great ſervice by inſtructing and Chriſtiani- 
Zing thoſe poor outcaſts of humanity, who are conſider- 
ed by too many of their maſters only as part of 


their property, which they may uſe as they pleaſe 


without any regard for their ſalyation—without any 
effort to ſecure it. Theſe Catechiſts were continued until 
the ſociety were blamed for overdoing; as the inhabi- | 


tants were ſuppoſed to be ſufficiently able to bear this 
expence themſelves, T7 . as 


In a word——-the venerable ſociety have never omit- 


ted any fair opportunity to Chriſtianize the heathens, 
Indians or Negroes, They have been always peculiarly 


Rd 


___ attentive 


4 Second Vindication, p. 70, 
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attentive to this point——have given all poſſible en- 
couragement to ſuch as have offered their ſervice this 
way, and haye been ſolicitous te find them. They have 
always complied with every requiſition for this purpoſe, 
ſo far as their fund would permit them have often 
rather gone beyond their abilities. And therefore in 
this, and well as other reſpects, they have done all in 
their power * to ſubſerve the cauſe of Chriſtianity.” _ 

It ſhould here be mentioned, to the honour of the 
ſociety, that their pious labours and deſigns excited a 


laudable zeal and emulation in ſeveral other kingdoms 


and ſtares to form ſocieties for promoting our common 


Chriſtianity, Their example principally gave rife to an 
excellent ſociety in Ireland, to another in Denmark, to a 


third in Pruſſia, and to a fourth in Geneva, all which 


have done ſignal ſervice to religion. + 


The Biſhop of Landaff had ſaid “ That the want of 
ſeminaries for the education of perſons to ſerve in the 
Miniſtry, was a great diſadyantage, and gave reaſon to 

apprehend that it might one day undo what the ſoci- 
ety had been ſo many years labouring to do.” | To 
this Mr. Living ſton, very politely replies that his lordſhip | 
in ſaying ſo, doth—— egregioufly err.” Now bal 


the Biſhop even erred in this, the error is very harmleſs; 


and affects not Diſſenters more than Churchmen. 
But it wil, appear that his lordſhip does not * egregi- 

« oy err,“ if it be conſidered.- 
That when he ſaid this, he had the "Southern 0 

12 0 and VV2z/t-India Iſlands particularly in view. This 
1s evident from his mentioning the failure of the ſemina- 
ries in Virginia, and Barbadoes, p. 20, 21. Lond. Edit. 


And it is certain that the ſeminary of Barbadbes is at 


preſent no more than a grammar-ſchool; and that of 
Viginia, has, from the belt accounts I can arm, Bren 


” 


1 Fee the Society s Arad fo T Tear 1712 


mon, p. 19. 
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ly failed, and fallen ſhort of the firſt deſign of its inſti- 
tution : Owing, if I miſtake not, to a ſeries of unhappy 
accidents which have baffled the principal deſign of its 
royal founders—namely, to ſupply the colonies with 
Clergymen; and this was what his lordſhip had in view. 
It is further evident that the Biſhop of Landaf, had the 
Southern colonies and Neſt-Indies, in view by his ſay ing 

—* The want of native Miniſters looks with a malignant 
© aſped on the Church there.” p. 20. Now it is cer- 


tain fact, that there are very few Clergymen in the 


Southern colonies, or Meſt Indies, who are natives of 
America. They are chiefly Europeans ; whereas in the 
Northern colonies, moſt of the Church Clergy are na- 
tives of this country; and therefore his lordſhip cannot 
be ſuppoſed to mean thoſe colonies. 

2. His lordſhip ſpeaks of ſeminaries to educate per- 


ſons for the miniſtry in the Church of England; and 


that there were none for that purpoſe in any part of 


America, until very lately, is moſt certain. The Colle- 


ges of New-York, and Philadelphia, which are the only 
| ſeminaries of this kind we have, are inſtitutions of only 


a few years ſtanding. I agree with Mr. Livingſton, that A 
the College of New-Tork, will probably “appear conſpi- | 


cuous above the reſt” in time (even notwithſtanding 
that truly Gothic ſpirit, which has hitherto oppoſed 
its growth) not only becauſe it “ boaſts a moſt honoura- 


« ble origin,” and has an able © preſident, a Clergyman 


« of the Church of England, as by law eſtabliſhed -” 
But alſo becauſe it has already produced ſeveral eminent 
ſcholars. Many young gentlemen have been educated, 
and have taken out degrees at thar College lately, who 


would do honour to any Univerſity in Europe. 


1 am willing to allow as much merit as Mr, Living ſton 


pleaſes to the Colleges of Connecticut, and Maſſachuſetts, 
for which he ſeems to be particularly anxious. They are 
certainly a credit to their reſpective founders, and a bene- 


fit to the colonies where they ſtand. But that either of 
theſe hath been of ſervice to the Church of England by 


educating 
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educating perſons for her miniſtry, hath only happened 


| 
þ 
by accident, For altho' ſeveral eminent Clergymen have | 
1 been, and now are in her miniſtry, who received their [| 
1 education at thoſe Colleges: Yet the Church is not in the 
6: leaſt, indebted to thoſe ſeminaries for theſe worthy gentle- if 
9 men's entering into her orders. 'The members of the 1 
8 Church of England, have met with many diſcourage- i 
5 ments and hardſhips at thoſe Colleges. I am able to pro- 1 
8 duce inſtances where ſtudents have been often fined for * 
8 going to Church Nay, ſome have been ſeverely N 
f fined and refuſed their degrees, for going to Church when | 
2 their fathers, being miſſionaries, have officiated. { 
* Mr. Living ſton, however aſſures the Biſhop of Lan- | 
5 daf, that we ſuper- abound in Colleges ———< That ma- bi 
« ny of our young people are knocking their heads a- 
5 gainſt the Iliad, who ſhould employ their hands in 
4 « clearing our ſwamps, and draining our marſhes.” This 
f is as ſhrewdly and wittily obſerved as it is elegantly 
X expreſſed. Whether there are any at preſent knocking 
5 their heads againſt the Iliad, who > be otherwiſe 
Y employed, is a matter I will not preſuME' to determine. 
* That it was the caſe a few years ago, I have reaſon to 
55 believe. The Independent Reflectors, Watch Towers, 
8 American Whigs, and Centinels, afford, in my humble, 
d opinion, ample proof of this; for we may juſtly ſup- 
1 poſe that the authors had knocked their heads againſtahe 
a lliad; and yet it is evident to a demonſtration, that thay:. = 
f had . more ſervice to America, had they been em- 
K ployed in © clearing our ſwamps, draining our marſhes, <5 
l, or guiding the tail of a plough,” inſtead of writing 
0 thoſe papers, with which our preſſes have ſweated, and 
do {till ſweat—to the great diſquier of his majeſty” sliege 
2 ſubjects, and contempt of the authors to the very great 
„ effuſion of & and X**** malice to the emolu- ; 
ment only of rats, book-worms, paſtry cooks, &c—and 
- contentation of the enemies to peace and religion. 
f Our Letter-Writer has ſaid that to perſuade 


( 64) : 


« the people of England of the neceſſity of an Ameri- 


can epiſcopate, appears to be the grand burden of 
« the Biſhop of Landaf 's ſermon. f Why indeed his 
lordfhip has in a few words, but in a very ſtriking, juſt 
manner, repreſented the neceſſity of an American epi ſco- 
pate — the hardſhips under which the CHURCH 
labours here for want of it, andthe unreaſonableneſs of 
the objections that are made to the epiſcopate which is 
propoſed ; namely 
de ſent to America, be only © reſted with authority to 
„ ordain Miniſters, confirm youth, and to viſit their own 


« Clergy.” § That they ſhall have no fpiritual courts, 
nor afty of thoſe powers which Biſhops | in Egan 


_ derive from the ſtare. 


There is reafon to think that this is the true ground 


of all Mr. Living ſton's indignation againſt his lordſhip” 
fermon. I may therefore ſay that “the grand Merge” 
of the letter to the Biſhop of Landafi, is to prejudice 
the public againſt-this meafure, and prevent, as far as 
its author can, the removal of thoſe grievances with which 
the CHURCH now ſtruggles in America, and its mem- 


bers from obtaining the common rights and privileges 


of Chriſtians. - 


Many advantages to religion may be expected from 
an American epiſcopate; yet no injury in any ſenſe is in- 


tended againſt any other denomination. —Jt is juftly ap- 


prehended that it would conduce much to facilitate and 
and promote the converſion of the ſavages. Were a 


Biſhop here, it would not be ſo difficult as it now is, to 
procure miſſionaries to go among the Indians: He could 
ordain he could order and direct meaſure 


he could rectify and remove contingent obſtructions and 


difficulties, many of which it is impoſlible for the ſociety, 
at the diſtance of three thouſand miles to remove; or it 
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> Letter, Þ tt. 
§ Sermon, p. 23. Lond. Edit. 
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That the Brſhop or Biſhops to- 


_ ey: 


Appeal was publiſhed, and for ſome time after. 


they are ſuch as the ſociery can obviate, yet this cannot 
Be done before much time is loſt. Mr. Living ſton, hath _ 
upbraided the ſociety with being deficient in converting 
the Indiarfs ; hut is this generous, when at the ſame time 
he is endeavouring all he can to oppoſe a meaſure which 


only can enable them to carry on this deſign effectually? 
Dr. Chandler, hath lately laid this whole affair before 


the public in his ApPEAL, which is written with great 


judgment, candour and moderation. The plan on which 


it is propoſed that Biſhops ſhould be ſent to America is. 
ſtated the neceſſity of it pointed out at large—— 
and all juſt ground of obje&ion among Diſſenters re:. 
moved. The claim for Biſhops on the plan mentioned in 
the Appeal, was ſo reaſonable and juſt, that I cannot learn 
any perſon avowedly contradicted or oppoſed it, ſuppo- 
ſing no other epiſcopate was deſired; but on the contrary, 
many Diſſenters declared their approbation of it, and 
that Churchmen had an undoubted right to be indulged 
with ſuch Biſhops. This I ſay, was the caſe, when the 


What was then to be done? It was neceſſary that the 


enemies of an American epiſcopate ſhould cover their 
= oppoſition: to it with ſome plauſible pretext. For this 1 
= reaſon; it hath been ſaid and ſaid and aſſerted a: 
gain and again, contrary to truth, juſtice and charit / | 
That Churchmen did not deſire ſuch an epiſcopate, as 
Was mentioned by the Biſhop of Lande. and author of 
the Appeal: But they deſired and aſked for Biſhops veſted 
With all the powers they are poſſeſſed of in England; 
and that with the introduction of Biſhops, we ſhould 
alſo have ſpiritual courts, pay tithes, &c. Now altho* 
Heaven and Earth are not more diſtant from each 


other, than this is from the defire and intention of every 


Churchman here———altho? the thing itſelf be abſo- 
lutely impoſſible as matters in America are circumſtanced: 
Vet under the influence of this abſurd prejudice——— 
than which no whim more groundleſs ever * 
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__ fſaints- 


head of idle vifionary— the CHURCH, the Biſhop 
of Landaſ, and Dr. Chandler, have been plentifully 
abuſed ever ſince the diſappointment of a late 
application to his Majeſty for a certaincharter. 
Thus Churchmen are precluded from every plea of 
conſcience——from all claim to ſincerity. They are 
treated as if they neither had any conſcience or ſincerity; 
or as if they had no right to the common privileges 
of Chriſtians. No wonder if ſuch treatment of 
which they ſeem in general to be ſenſible— ſhould 
raiſe their reſentment. I ſincerely wiſh however that 
their reſentment may not exceed the limits preſcribed by 
our divine maſter; and that whilſt they earneſtly con- 
tend for the faith and diſcipline once delivered to the 
whilſt they aſſert their rights with the firm- 
neſs of freemen, and Britons : They may not forget they 
are Chriſtians. That they will act with that mildneſs, 
that temper, that moderation and candour, for which BE, 
the members of the Church of England are ſo eminent- 
ly diſtinguiſhed ; and that they wall endeavour to over- 
come evil with gerd. = BW 
Before 1 conclude, it may be proper to inform 355 can- WW 
did reader, that the affair of an American epiſcopate, hath 
been long under conſideration, It did not lately origi- 
nate from the miſſionaries of theſe Northern colonies, 
as hath been falſly ſuggeſted. . Succeſſive propoſals for 
this purpoſe have been made during a courſe of many 
years, by men of the higheſt rank and character in the 
Church. The plans that have been always propoſed, | 
have perfectly agreed with that which is pointed out by 
the Biſhop of Landaf;, and by the author of the Ap- 


peal. 7% of theſe I ſhall here ſubjoin for the reader's 3 
Latisfaction. It was drawn up in the year 1750 by Biſh- _ 1 
op Butler, who was according to Dr. Mayhew's teſtimony, 7 
„was a great ornament of the epiſcopal order, and of ? 
« the Church of Tee Ihe following is an exact Y 
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tranſcript of this plan, as it is taken from a manuſcript 
copy, in the Biſhop's own hand-writing. 
I. That no coercive power [for American Biſhops] zs 
dgſired over the Laity in any caſe: But only a power to regu- 
late the behaviour of the Clergy, who are in epiſcopal or- 
ders; and to correct and puns them according to the lau 
. of the Church of England, in caſe of misbehaviour or neg- 
left of duty; with ſuch power as the Comm aries abroad 
have exerciſed. 
II. nothing i is ds fe red for fu Biſhops, that may 
in the leaſt interfere with the dignity or authority or intereſt 
* of the Governot, or any other offer of ſtate; Probates f 
wille, licence for marriages, ©. to be left in the hands 
where they are: And no 0 ſnare i in the temporal RC 1 
rs defired for Biſhop WE 
III. The maintainance of fach Biſhops, net to. be at the 
iF expence ce of the Colonie. 
IV. No 'Bifps are intended to be ſathed'i in | places 
obere the government is in the hands of Diſſenters as in 
SH New-England, Sc. But authority to be given, only to or- 
dain Clergy for fuch Church of En gland dee ons as 
are among them, and to inſpect into the manners and 
behaviour of the ſaid Clergy, and to confirm the members 
theres [Mr, Apthorp s Review Controverſy with Dr. Mayhew, P. SS 4 | | 
. "This 5 has been the plan on which an 
Anerican e 5 ifcopate hath been propoſed, deſired or in- 
tended.” When the miſſionaries here, or their ſuperiors 
at home mention an American epiſcopate, they neither 
mean, nor wiſh for any other ; and thoſe who affert the 
contrary, only try to pre ejudice others againſt this mea- 
ſure. They only abuſe the multitude, | whoſe. wide- 
mouthed credulity they i Imagine. is capable of ſwallowing : 
_ anyabſurdity | 
Whilſt Churchmen are conſcious that Biſhops here, on 
the. above plan, cannot interfere” with, or injure the 
rights or privileges, civil or religious, of any deno- 


mination whatever whilſt they are conſcious that th % - 
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do not intend the infringement of ſuch rights or privile- 
ges, and that 55 are as faſt friends to every ſpecies of 
liberty as any Difſenters that exiſt——whilſt they are 


fully ſenſible of the hardſhips and grievances they labour 


under for want of | Biſhops, and that they deſire nothing 


but the bare removal of thoſe hardſhips : They conceive | 


that none can with juſtice blame them, if they are de- 


termined not to be ſilent, nor ceaſe to uſe every lawful 
juſtifiable method for obtaining an epiſcopate. They 
muſt look upon an oppoſition to it as having the very 
eſſence of perſecution; and that it can only proceed 
from a ſpirit of intolerance. They muſt conceive it to 


be very unjuſt and unreaſonable,” that whilſt all the dif- 


ferent ſocieties of Chriſtians in America have the full 


exerciſe, the full enjoyment of their reſpective forms of 


Church goyernment and diſcipline——eyen_ Roman Ca- 


z 


tholics not excepted———they only ſhould be debarred 
the privileges of Britisb ſubjects, of freemen and Chriſ- 


t [1 


* 


I have already conſidered, there are many more which 
are very exceptionable——fuch as his infinuation that 
the miſſionaries preach other men's ſermons that 


Beſides thoſe paſſages in Mr. Living /ioms letter, which 


they have departed from the doftrines of their Church 
his repreſentation of the Clergy of Maryland, as if 
they were abandoned and wicked ; to mention no other. 
With regard to the inſinuations concerning the miſſiona- 


. Ties, they are matters of which Iam convinced he has 


no perſonal knowledge; nor is he a proper judge of 
them. They are glaring aberrations from the truth ; and 


' vs 


man of ſenſe. 


ioo low and mean for the notice of any gentleman, or 


As to the Maryland Clergy, let it be oblervel _— 


1. That they never have been under any epiſcopal ju- 


riſdiction; and therefore if any of them have misbe- 


haved, which I am told was the caſe of ſome formerly, it 
ſerves to ſhew the neceſlity of a Biſhop to inſpect their 


conduct 


8 Ns as -—- 


Ce) | 
conduct. And as their misbehaviour, or the mihe- 
behaviour of any that bear the character of Miniſters of 
Ixsus CyR1sT,ſhould rather be a cauſe of grief to every 

good man and Chriſtian, than matter of exultation, triumph 
5 inſult, as it ſeems to be to our letter writer. 2. By the 
vigilance and care of the preſent very worthy and excel- 
lent Governor of Maryland, + many things formerly com- 
plained of are entirely removed. That gentleman, I am in- 
formed, is extremely cautious in inducting Clergymen into 
pariſhes—always defers it, until he. has proper evi- 
dence of their virtuous and moral conduct. And I have 
it from very good authority that among the preſent Cler- 
2 of Maryland, there is a great number of very pious, 
earned and worthy men. Mr. Living ſton's accufation 
is therefore ungenerous, unjuſt, illiberal and falſe. 

I paſs over our letter writer*s profound criticiſm on the 
Biſhop of Landaf*s uſe of the word native; which is 
proper in itſelf, and may. be juſtified by the authority 


VI of ſeveral of the moſt claſſical writers in the En lish lan- 


guage, who uſe it in the ſame ſenſe that his lordſhip does. 
I ſhall only obſerve that the timid manner in which 
be nibbles at the word, Brings to my memory thoſe 
words of Pope. — 


Willing to 3 RY. yet afraid to ſtrike, 
Juſt hint a fault, and heſitate diſlike. 


1 have, now done with Mr. Lon 1 and it is more 
chan probable that upon reflection . may be induced to 
think what J dare ſay the reader has thought long 
enough ago——That i in writing this /etter to the right re- 
verend father in God, Sohm Lord Bishop of Landaff, and 

- publiſhing it, he has done what he ought not to have done. 
For my part as I am conſcious that I bear him no ill will, 
but the eren I heartily wiſh for his « own ſake 


N That 


+ Hopario dane Eſq; 


\ 

. 

« Thar the buſineſs of his profeſſion“ (none will 
preſume to ſuppoſe © a ſenſe of his inability”? could 
have done * fo) had proved “a ſufficient diſcourage- 
« ment” from writing it: Or that the pittance of time 
which he could ſpare from buſineſs, inſtead of being em- 
ployed in writing rhis-ſame letter, had been devoted to 


 Pn1LosSOPHIC SOLITUDE, & and contemplation of its 
pleaſures, which would not have in che feres | 


_ of his mind. 


th. 


* See te eee prefixes to "If Living tons 1 


Letter. 


35 Livingſton i is 5 ſaid to have written a Poem with 
that Nile. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Containing ſome additional obſervations 
on certain paſſages in Dr. Chauncey's | 


| Remarks on the Bop of N * 


Sermon. 


FT ER FRY preceding; pages were written, and 
the greater part of them printed off, Dr. Chaun- 
X cey's remarks on the Biſhop of Landafs ſer- 
mon, which had been publiſhed in Beſon, ſome time be- 
fore Mr. Living ſton's letter made its public appearance 
at New-York, were put into my hands by a friend. On _ 
reading them over, I found, to my ſurpriſe, that the 
Letter to his lordſhip, was nothing but an.eccho of the re- 
arts on his ſermon. Every paſſage of the ſermon 
which Mr, Livingſten animad verts on, had been animad- 
9 5 verted on by Dr. Chauncey before; and the /efter-writer 
. Fborrows.almoft every thing that has the appearance of 
argumentation from the remarter. 
| This management is quite contrary to that of ſome 
@ ſkilful -polemicks in their literary maneuvres ; who ſome- 
times detach a ſmaller piece a head to give the world 
notice, as well as a ſample, of what is to be ex- 
pected in a much larger . which is to follow. 
The firſt hint of this practice was perhaps taken from 
an ancient ecremonial, of which frequent mention is 
made in your books of knight errantry ; where we find a 
diminitive dwarf precedes a mighty giant, imitates his 
gait and manner, and announces his approach. But in. 


8 — this whole e is reverſed; for the 
mimicking 


* 


mimicking dwarf of a letter, doth. not precede; büt fol · 


lows the more bulky remarks, However we may ſup- 
poſe that the author of the letter to the Biſhop of Lan- 
daf, imagined that what his performance wanted in ;f6ze, 
was made up in ſeennęſe, wit and ſpirit ; and therefore 
was moſt likely to do gigantic execution. 4 
Dr. Chauncey, ſuppoſes that by thoſe———* who 
« with their native ſoil, abandoned their native manners 
« and religion, who neglected to make proviſion of 
* Miniſters, and convert the ſavages,” the Biſhop of 
Landaff, meant the emigrants to New-England. To 
prove this, he alledges the Biſhop's words; that the ne- 
glect of religion and converſion of the Indians, was in 
_ * contrariety to the favor and conditions under which 
« they obtained royal grants; and finally, theſe pretences 
« declaring that- their deſign was, and that they 
« would endeavour the propagation of the Chriſtian religion. 
Upon which the Doctor roundly aſſerts “ There 


« were No adventurers to America, who undertook to 


convert the native barbarians, and to whom royal 
grants were made upon this condition, unleſs it were 
* thoſe who came into New-England. Theſe therefore 


- « muſt be the adventurers his lordſhip had more -eſpeci- {4 


4: ally in view" f #5. We ä 
Ihe reader may perceive that Mr. Living ſton has 
followed him exactly in this track. How falſe and ground- 
leſs this argument is, hath been already evinced. By 
the tenor of their charters, the emigrants to other parts 
of America, were as much obliged to convert the ſavages, 
as the emigrants to Neo- England were by the tenor of 
theirs; and under theſe pretences they obtained royal 
grants. This hath been ſhewn from the charter of 
Virginia, Maryland, and Pennſylvania. Dr. Chauncey, 

| hath entirely paſſed over the Biſhop of Landaff s words 

where he excepts ſome adventurers, who were © con- 
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8 
ſcientious perſons, left their country on religions 
« motives, and took effectual care of thoſe matters, 
, « which others negleQted.” By theſe conſcientious Per- 
ſons his lordſhip manifeſtly intended. the emigrants to 
| New-FEngland, What the Doctor's motives were for 
taking no notice of this paſſage, are beſt known to him- 
felf ; but certainly his readers would have entertained a 
much better opinion of his candour, had he deigned to 
bring it in view and conſider it; and done that juſtice to 
his lordſhip which he had a right to——namely —— 
exculpate him from the charge of “ undeſervedly caſting 
the higheſt reproach on the American colonies.” + 
Any perſon who will be at the pains to compare the 
letter to the Biſhop Landaf, with the remarks on his 
ſermon, will perceive at firſt ſight the ſameneſs, as to ar- 
gumentation, and obſervations on facts, which runs thro? 
both. The former ſteals———1 beg pardon——bor- 
rows, I would ſay, very freely from the latter; fo that 
Mr. Living ſton ſpeaks with great truth, when he ac- 
E knowledges that he is“ obliged to Dr, Chauncey for 
many facts and obſervations.” Letter p. 3. In moſt 
places he retains the Doctor's ſentiments ſometimes 
bis phraſeology; but in general he endeavours to ſeaſon 
that nauſeating flatneſs of ſtyle which runs thro? the re- 
marks, with what he looks on, I dare ſay, as ſhrewd 
ſtrokes of wit, and ſpirited expreſſion; the omiſſion of 
which had been too great a ſacrifice to ſober truth, fact 
and candour. This being the caſe, in anſwering Mr. 
Living ſton I have in fact anſwered Dr. Chauncey ; ſince 


7 
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+ Rem. Title page. The inconſiſtency before mentioned 
between Mr. Living ſton's title page and his letter, was co- 
pred from Dr. Chauncey's remarks. The Doctor in his title 
page ſays, that in the Biſhop of Landaff's ſermon, — the 
* higheſt reproach is caſt upon the American colonies ;” yet 
in his remarks he labours fo appropriate that reproach to 
New-England only, Es e 


(74) 
the ſame arguments are uſed by both; and it will be 
| needleſs to repeat what hath been ſaid already. I ſhall 
therefore take notice only of one or two particulars in 
the remarks, One is where the Doctor mentions a de- 
ſign, very commendable in itſelf, of forming an incor- 
porated ſociety in New-England, for propagating the 
Goſpel among the Indians in the weſtern borders of 
Maſſachuſetts Bay, at the concluſion of the late war. A 
conſiderable ſum of money was ſubſcribed in Boſton for 
the purpoſe, and an act, to incorporate a ſociety, paſſed 
by the whole legiſlature of the province; which was 
ſent home for his MaJEsTT's approbation ; but met with 
a negative. After giving this account, the Doctor adds 
—— it his hoped the accounts we have had 
are not true, that the negative upon this act, was 
* principally owing to the influence of ſome of the moſt 
© important members of the ſociety for the propaga- 
tien of the Goel // 88 
The Doctor may be aſſured that his hope is well found- 
ed, and the accounts he had, not true. Beſides the utter 


improbability that a number of eminently pious men 
who have the converſion of the ſavages much at heart, 


would oppoſe ſuch a meaſure for that purpoſe; I will 
here ſubjoin an extract of a letter from one of the moſt 
important members of the ſociety to his friend in this 


country, dated Odob. 1762, and which confutes that 


calumny. Speaking of this affair, he ſays “ The 
« plan as preſented, was liable to ſeveral objections; 
particularly that the members were to be accountable 
only to themſelves. However the ſociety made No 
* OPPOSITION TO IT.” | 2 | 
Rn. oo The 
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This ſlander was confidently aſſerted by the decent, 
and modeſt author of the Centinel, Noe. I. To which ar 
Anſaver was returned in a piece, figned H, and published 


in Mr, Parker's New-York Gazette for May, 23, 1766 
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The other particular which I would take notice of in 
Dr. Chauncey's remarks, is his curious method of reaſon- 
ing againſt the expediency of an American epiſcopate 
which had been mentioned by the Biſhop of Landaf.. 
The members of the Church of England here, think 
it a very great hardſhip that their Clergy ſhould be ſub- 
jected to the expence and hazard of croſſing an Ocean, 
Which is THREE THOUSAND MILES in breadth, for holy 
orders. The expence is more than many of the candi- 
dates for orders are well able to bear they are often 
obliged to run in debt on that account. The hazard is 
very great, as may be evinced from the number of miſ- 
ſionaries who have periſhed in the attempt. By an ex- 
act calculation made not long ſince, it appears that out 
of F1FTY Two perſons, who went for orders from theſe 
northern colonies, TEN have. miſcarried ; “the voyage 
« as Dr. Chandler obſerves, or ſickneſs occaſioned by it, 
having proved fatal to near a fifth part of them.“ + 
No longer ago than the year 1766, two Clergymen, ap- 
= pointed by the ſociety to ſupply the place of the late 
= miſhonary of Dover, Mr. Inglis, who removed to New 
York, were caſt away on the coaſt of New-ger/ey, and 


| drowned.. | . 8 
Beſides theſe hardſhips, there are many other great 
inconveniencies to which the members of the Church of 
England are expoſed to here, thro' want of Biſhops, 


Row: They are deprived of an apoſtolical ordinance, which 8 
ntable they eſteem very heneficial, and their duty to partake 
le xo of —I mean confirmation. Their Churches are long 


be ent on the death or removal of a Clergyman, by rea- 2 
{oj ſon of the time which is neceſſarily ſpent in paſſing and * 


— KU repaſling the Atlantic. According to the account given 
1 by Dr. Chandler in 1767, it appears that half the 
decent, Churches in ſeveral provinces were deſtitute of Clergymen; 
on % and this it is well known, is nearly the caſe at all times. 
ublis/ FZZ Eon Ge rage * 
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Nor can this be wondered at, if we conſider how many 
muſt be diſcouraged from entering into orders under 
theſe circumſtances how many periſh in the at- 
tempt——and what time is loſt in tranſacting matters, 
when Biſhops are at ſuch a diſtance. Add to all this, the 
want of a perſon to ſuperintend the Clergy,— inſpect 
their morals, and keep them to their duty; which cir- 
cumſtance muſt be attended with many bad conſequen- 

ces; for eccleſiaſtics of all denominations are but men, 


« 0 ®% » 


CY others. 


Now what does our remarker F gs to all his ? How 
does heobyiate theſe difficulties ? Why truly he makes 
ſhort work with them, By a daſh or two of his pen, 
they all inſtantly vaniſh, like ſome ſcene in fairy-land by 
the motion of a magick wand. He acknowledges it 
« would be a great diſcouragement to the ſans of the 
Church from qualifying themſelves for holy orders 
if in order to obtain them, they muſt croſs a wide 
„ ocean at THEIR OWN EXPENCE, But this, he pre- 
4 ſumes is rarely if ever the caſe. They are, as he 
_ « ſuppoſes, on good information, freed from this diſcou- 
* ragement by being well provided for, if not by the 
* ſociety, in part at leaſt by thoſe who expect the 
« benefit of their labours.” + And as for their being 
it bout friends, and without acquaintance when they 
go to Fngland,” which the Biſhop of Landaſf had 
mentioned; the Doctor very fa ouſly tells us, 
it is © a difficulty made by imagination only. As 
5 they go hence upon the nobly profeſſed deſign 
e of taking holy orders, that they may be validly 
* commillioned to propagate the Goſpel, it is impoſſible 
. * they ſhould long want friends or acquaintance” |— 
And thus « our remarker proceeds In a FRET 

ſtrain, 


—— 
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ſtrain, partly i in jeſt and partly in earneſt; and very li- 
berally provides the miſſionaries with money and triends 
in England, to anſwer all exigences. 


Here I would beg leave to aſk, ſuppoſing it true that 
the ſociety, or the congregations for which the miſſiona- 


ries were to officiate, did bear the expence of their go- 


ing to England for orders, and return thence : Yet Wu 
ſhould either of them be ſaddled with ſuch an en 7 


Is it reaſonable, or is it juſt? 


But this Gentleman's information, and Kis ſuppoſition 


founded on it are both devoid of truth. That the ſoci- 


ety does not bear the expence of thoſe who go hence to 


England for orders, is a fact as true and as well known, 


as - England lies on one fide the Atlantic, and Ameri- 
ca on the other. Queen ANNE indeed provided that the 
ſum of g. 20 ſhould be paid out of the public treaſury 


to ſuch Clergymen as went from England to ſettle in the 
' plantations; and out of this bounty, miſſionaries, I am 
informed, generally receive ſomewhat more than F. 19. 


But what is this to the expence of a voyage to England, 


and another back again? 


As to the people's bearing their milovaries' expences 


in going for holy orders, Iam fully convinced it is very 
ſeldom, if ever thecaſe, 1 have had an intimate, ex- 


tenſive acquaintance with miſſionaries and their affairs in 


divers parts of America from my yourh ; and altho' I 


have now deſcended far in the vale of life, yet I cannot 


: recollect an Inſtance where this hath been done. Some 
few- 


people have lent money to thoſe who went for orders; 
but the miſſionaries were obliged to refund every farthing 


very few inſtances I have known where the 


of it afterwards; and what odds was it to them, whether 


chez ran in debt to one or to many? 


Our facetious, ſtout-hearted Door, however . 
* That as for himſelf, were he a candidate for 
60 holy orders, he ſhould eſteem it a happy circumſtance 


fe in the caſe, to haye ſo fair an N to viſit the 


6c * land 


Churchman 


4 
* land of our fore. fathers' nativity. at f Yes, and it is 
probable he would eſteem it a Happy circumſtance too, to 
eſcape drowning, and the other diſaſters incident to the 
miſſionaries. 

But would he think it a happy circumſtance, for the 
Presbyterians and Congregationaliſts of this continent, 
that their Miniſters were obliged to go for ordination to 
England, or Scotland, or Ireland? If he or they think 
it a happy circumſtance and an advantage, why, in the name 
of goodneſs, do they not embrace and improve it ac- 


cCordingly? Our ports are open to them, our ſhips as 
ready to waft them acroſs the Atlantic as any others. 


Why then do they not go? Did any of thoſe 550 Minif- 


ters which are in New-England, ſeize this happy occa- 
lion of viſiting “ the land of their fore-father's nativity ??? 


Not one I will anſwer for it: And indeed they muſt be 
very Quite to undertake ſuch a voyage on that account, 


Seriouſly, this gentleman means only to banter and in- 

ſult the members of the Chuck, by talking at the rate 
he does. Let him act agreeable to our Saviour's golden 
Tule for a moment 
done to 


let him place himſelf in the ſituation of a 
would he not think it extremely hard 
and oppreſſive chat he could not have the ſame privile- 
ges which every ſociety beſides enjoys in America? And 
that the ſociety to which he belonged ſhould not have 
even the means of its own preſervation within itſelf, 
which is the caſe of the Church of England here at pre- 
ſent? How would our ears be ſtunned with clamour- 
ous outcrys againſt oppreſſion, tyranny, and abridgment 
of that liberty with which CHRIST hath made us free, 
were Presbyterians or Independents in this ſituation ? _ 
« But they have no Biſhops ;” ſubjorns our remarker, 
and then anſwers himſelf: very true, and they 
8 have no reaſon for complaint on this head. i ae 

been 
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doing to others as we would be 
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that they, or their miſhonaries nous be ſaddled with 
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been told that this gentleman is a ſturdy, ſtout polemic; 


but verily his arguments and reaſoning on this occaſion 
are ſlender and ſimple enough. Here obſerve, Church- 
men muſt not preſume to think for themſelves, whether 


they are aggrieved, or have * reaſon of complaint.” 


The Doctor thinks for them, and determines the point; 


he wreſts the right of private judgment from them; and 
this he may be aſſured of, that however oppoſite to 
popery, he may think his principles are, that there is 


more of the true, genuine ſpirit of popery in this, than 


in an attachment to the apoſtolical inſtitution of Biſhops. 


But let us attend to the proceſs of his reaſoning, and 
ſee how he makes it appear that Churchmen 8 


« no juſt reaſon for complaint.” 
For let it be conſidered, /ays he, throughout an ex- 
« tent of territory more than 500 miles in length“ — 


i. e. from Maryland, to.New-England incluſive, © there 
are not more than eight or nine epiſcopal Churches 1 
that ſupport themſelves. All the reſt 
4 far upheld in their exiſtence by the ſociety at home 


are ſo 


that ſhould this be with- 


at a great expence 


drawn, they * ſoon fink 8 for want of needed 5 


« aſſiſtance.” + 
According to the Door, as we have fon already, | 
miſſionaries are © well provided,” as to their expence in 


going for orders, © by thoſe who expect the benefit of 


« their labours.” Here he tells us that moſt of rhoſe 
who are to expect the benefit of their labours are ſo 
poor, that were they not © upheld in their exiſtence, by 
the ſociety, they would ſoon fink away for want of 


needed aſſiſtance And yet he aſſures us they have 


vo reaſon for complaint, tho this burden were continued 


by refuſing us Biſhops, who could eaſe them of it. 


Moſt certainly they have very juſt cauſe of complaint 


ſuch 


1 is p. ab, 8 
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ſach an expence unneceſſarily; ; beſides the other cauſes 
already mentioned, 

The remarker proceeds——* Inſtead now of being 
'« contented with the receipt of ſo much pious charity, 
they, i. e. Churchmen, think it hard, and complain 


of it as a moſt lamentable thing, that as many theu- 
« ſands ſterling more are not annually laid our for the 
« maintainance of Biſhops —— them. Is this reaſon- „ 


„ able?” 
Some people's Ideas are naturally confuſed— 


lead their readers wrong, without any deſign. Such are 
to be rather pitied, than blamed. How far this infir- 


mity may be pleaded for Dr. Chauncey ; or how far pre- 
meditated deſign was concerned in this repreſentation, I 1 


will not take upon me to determine. Certain I am thar 


it is extremely perplexed, unfair, and apt to lead his 

5 readers 1 into an error on this ſubject. 

| Churchmen do not complain that as many thouſands 
are not annually laid out for the maintainance of Biſhops 
here, as the ſociety expend; but they complain, and 


_ juſtly, that they ſhould be ſubjected to the hardſhips and 
inconveniencies already mentioned, for want of a Biſhop, 


when there is a ſufficient fund already provided for his 
| ſupport. The colonies will be at no charge for a Biſh- 
op's falary. The Doctor may diſmiſs every fear on that 


account. Nor will the mother country bear that bur- 


den. By the legacies and donations of ſeveral pious per- 
ſons for this purpoſe from time to time, ſufficient provi- 
ſion is already made to ſupport an American epiſcopate. 
hie being the caſe, is there not reaſon for complaint 


that the members of the Cnhuxch ſhould be deprived of 
the benefit hereby deſigned for them? And is there not 
alſo «juſt cauſe of complaint” againſt thoſe who would 


endeavour by miſrepeſentation, and falſe alarms, to pre- 
vent their tellow Chriſtians from obtaining what they 


eſteem 


they „ 
conceive of things in a perplexed manner. Hence their 
meaning is often miſunderſtood, and they frequently 


ee 
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eſteem à very great advantage and bleſſing: yet what 
will not, and cannot injure others? 3 oa 
Suppoſe the Presbyterians or Congregationaliſts in 
America were ſo circumſtanced that no candidates for the 
miniſtry could be admitted to preach among them be- 
fore they went to England for ordination : Would they 
not think this a very great grievance ? In what light 
would they conſider the perſon who would oppoſe the 
redreſs of this grievance, eſpecially when it could affect 
none elſe ? Would they not think him extremely un- 
charitable, and acting utterly inconſiſtent with the Chriſ- 
tian temper ! Would they not look upon him as a per- 

ſecutor : Look about you Mr. Remarker+— De 
te fabula narratur. 13 5 


As for Maryland and the colonies South of it, with - 


the Weſt-Indies, the Doctor ſays nothing about them. 
We may ſuppoſe therefore that he hath no objection to 
the appointment of Biſhops for thoſe parte. 
It is very probable that this gentleman thinks there is 
no occaſion for all this buſtle about epiſcopal ordination 
— that churchmen ſhould be content with ſuch ordina- 
tion as can be had in America without Biſhops, and that 
he deems it equally valid with that which miſhonaries 
receive after croſſing the Atlantic. I muſt charitably 
ſuppoſe that it is under the influence of this ſuppoſition 
he writes as he does; and ſhews ſo much inſenſibility to 
the hardſhips of the poor Epiſcopalians, as he calls them. 
Indeed be bears their misfortunes with the moſt perfect 
patience. _ d i co prin a 
But our Temarter will pleaſe to confider——that 
churchmen are zacere and conſcientious in adhering to 
their principles. hey give ample proof of this to the 
world, by encounter g ſo many difficulties to at agree- 
able to them, and Prerye. their conſcience inviolate. 
They ſearch the leriprur&s, they read the hiſtory | of 
the church of God the) arc - [*gced that the epiſ- 
eopal form of geren vs Wen e ggpal ordina- 
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ſuch an expence unneceſſarily; 5 beſides the other cauſes 
already mentioned. 


The remarker proceeds 
1 contented with the receipt of ſo much pious charity, 


5 they, i. e. Churchmen, think it hard, and complain 
* of it as a moſt lamentable thing, that as many theu- 


fands ſterling more are not annually laid out for the 
« maintainance of wy . them. 
* ablet” 

Some people's Ideas are naturally confuſed— 
conceive of things in a perplexed manner. 
meaning is often miſunderſtood, and rhey frequently 
lead their readers wrong, without any deſign. 
to be rather pitted, than blamed. How far this infir- 


mity may be pleaded for Dr. Chauncey; or how far pre- 
meditated deſign was concerned in this repreſentation, 1 
will not take upon me to determine. Certain I am that 
it is extremely perplexed, unfair, and apt to lead his . 


readers into an error on this ſubj ect. 


Churchmen do not complain that as many thouſands : 
are not annually laid out for the maintainance of Biſhops 


here, as the ſociety expend ; but they complain, and 


juſtly, that they ſhould be ſubjected to the hardſhips and 
inconveniencies already mentioned, for want of a Biſhop, 
when there is a ſufficient fund already provided for his 


ſu pport. The colonies will be at no charge for a Biſh- 
op's ſalary. The Doctor may diſmiſs every fear on that 
account, Nor will the mother country bear that bur- 


den. By the legacies and donations of ſeveral pious per- 
| ſons for this purpoſe from time to time, ſufficient provi- 
ſion is already made to ſupport an American epiſcopate. 
This being the caſe, is there not reaſon for complaint 
that the members of the Cnuxch ſhould be deprived of 
the benefit hereby deſigned for them? And is there not 
alſo «juſt cauſe of complaint” againſt thoſe who would 


endeavour by miſrepeſentation, and falſe alarms, to pre- 


vent their fellow Chriſtians from obtaining what theß 
eſteem 


„ Inſtead now of being 


Is this reaſon- 


they | 


Honor their 


Such are 
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eſteem a very great advantage and bleſſing: yet what 
will not, and cannot injure others? 3 
Suppoſe the Presbyterians or Congregationaliſts in 
America were ſo circumſtanced that no candidates for the 
miniſtry could be admitted to preach among them be- 
fore they went to England for ordination: Would they 
not think this a very great grievance? In what light 
would they conſider the perſon who would oppoſe the 
redreſs of this grievance, eſpecially when it could affect 
none elſe ! Would they not think him extremely un- 
charitable, and acting utterly inconſiſtent with the Chriſ- 
tian temper ! Would they not look upon him as a per- 
ſecutor Look about you Mr. Remarker—— De 
ie fabula narratur. i TD Do FF 
As for Maryland and the colonies South of it, with 


Ihe Weſt-Indies, the Doctor ſays nothing about them. 


We may ſuppoſe therefore that he hath no objection to 
the appointment of Biſhops for thoſe parte. 
It is very probable that this gentleman thinks there is 
10 occaſion for all this buſtle about epiſcopal ordination 
that churchmen ſhould be content with ſuch ordina- 
ion as can be had in America without Biſhops, and that 
he deems it equally valid with that which miſſionaries 
eceive after croſſing the Atlantic, I muſt charitably 
uppoſe that it is under the influence of this ſuppoſition 


Ke writes as he does; and ſhews ſo much inſenſibility to 


e hardſhips of the poor Epiſcopalians, as he calls them. 
deed he bears their misfortunes with the moſt perfect 
i OE j a 
But our Remarker will pleaſe to conſider that 
aurchmen are ſincere and conſcientious in adhering to 
heir principles. They give ample proof of this to the 


Forld, by encountering ſo many difficulties to act agree- 


ble to them, and preſerve their conſcience inviolate. 
hey ſearch the ſeriptures they read the hiſtory of 


Ne church of God——they are convinced that the epiſ- 
Pppal form of government, as well as epiſcopal ordina- 
8 5 „„ tion, 
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tion, are agrecable to the will of JESUS CHRIST; and 
that they would err by departing from them. Whilſt | 
they blame not others for following the dictates of their 
conſcience in theſe matters, altho' they may differ from 
them, and wiſh them the fulleſt toleration: They only; 
claim the like privileges for themſelves, and an exemp: 75 
tion from their ininlts. | 
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